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# Question Answer 

A The Organisation 

1 When & where did u3a originate? u3a started as the University of the Third Age in France in 1973. From 

there offices were established in England and then in Australia in the 

1980's. Recently, it has become known as simply u3a as the 

universities are no longer involved in the running of the organisation. 

2 Is it an overseas organisation? There are u3a organisations worldwide. In Australia there are over 

100,000 members with 250 u3a organisations represented in every 

state & territory. 

3 How is u3a organised in Australia? Each u3a club within Australia is independently run. There are 

Networks that are arranged in some of the States where they share 

common technology infrastructure and communication tools. 

Recently, an Australian network has been formed with each state 

represented to improve the public and governmental awareness of 

u3a.  

4 How is u3a organised in Sydney? There are seven regions in Sydney u3a covering the majority of 

metropolitan Sydney. The president of each of those regional bodies 

is a voting member of the Board of Management together with an 

elected overall president, treasurer, public relations, and educational 

officer. Every aspect of Sydney u3a is run completely by volunteers. 

5 

Does Sydney u3a have any social media 

that I can join, or like or follow? 

Sydney u3a currently has a Facebook social media page and several 

of our Regions do as well. We also are posting on our Linked In site as 

well. 

6 How many members are there in Sydney 

u3a? 

 

In Sydney u3a, there are approximately 4,000 members; in regional 

NSW another 25,000 and across the whole of Australia there are 

approximately 100,000 members. 

7 Does Sydney u3a receive Government 

Funding? 

Sydney u3a receives no Government funding; all money required is 

from annual membership fees and donations. There are no paid 

positions within Sydney u3a; most funds are spent on the renting of 

halls etc. in which to run our courses/activities or technology. 
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B Joining 

1 How much does it cost to join Sydney u3a? The current cost to join is $85 per year, with an extra $15 if a printed 

course book is required each term. The course book can be found on 

our website: www.sydneyu3a.org 

2 How much does it cost to do a Sydney u3a 

course? 

The attendance at all Sydney u3a courses is covered by the annual 

membership fee of $85 – so it costs nothing extra whether you 

attend one course/activity or ten unless it is necessary to purchase a 

textbook or bring your own equipment e.g. art supplies. 

3 How do I join Sydney u3a?  

 

You can join Sydney u3a either:  

- online through our website: www.sydneyu3a.org (can use 

the QR Code on posters to connect straight to webpage) 

- by completing our membership form (generally available at 

Sydney u3a events) 

- by telephoning our office and speaking to one of our 

volunteers (02 9267 9056) where arrangements can be made 

for payment to be made by credit card, bank transfer, 

cheque or cash. 

Payment is via Credit Card at the Expo.  

4 I have just joined, but can't get into any 

classes that I am interested in.  Can I get a 

refund please? 

 

If after speaking with the course coordinator and the Regional 

Secretary, if Sydney u3a is unable to provide you with a 

course/activity that you are interested in – Sydney u3a will refund 

your membership fee via our Head Office (02 9267 9056). 

5 How often do I pay for my membership? Membership is paid annually on the anniversary of a member joining. 

6 I'm struggling trying to join online, can 

someone help me please? 

 

If you are finding it difficult to join online, please telephone our main 

office and speak to one of our volunteers (02 9267 9056). 

7 
What would you say are the benefits of 

joining? 

 

The benefits of joining Sydney u3a are multifold: learning about new 

and different subjects, developing new skills, socialising, exercising 

the body and/or the mind, meeting new people, having fun – all for a 

very low-cost annual fee of $85. 

8 As it is a not-for-profit organisation, can I 

help in the way of volunteering? 

 

There are many, many ways to volunteer in Sydney u3a – from 

helping to organise the running of a course/activity, booking venues, 

accounting, public relations, writing/publishing for newsletters/social 

http://www.sydneyu3a.org/
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media, administrative tasks – if you have a skill or passion, Sydney 

u3a can most probably use your assistance. 

C Courses 

1 How do I find out about what courses are 

available? 

All our courses are on our website: www.sydneyu3a.org (can use the 

QR Code posters in stand to connect straight to webpage) 

Or you can phone our office and speak to one of our volunteers (02 

9267 9056) where arrangements can be made for a course book to 

be sent out at a cost of $15 - payment to be made by credit card, 

bank transfer, cheque or cash. 

2 I would like to run a course; how do I do 

this? 

 

Sydney u3a is always very interested in having new courses/activities 

to offer our members. If you want to run a new course/activity, 

please contact the Regional President where you would like to run 

the new programme or pass your details onto one of our volunteers 

in our office (02 9267 9056). 

3 Can I do a course in another region? A member can attend a course in any Sydney u3a region without 

incurring any additional cost. 

4 Can a friend come along for one session 

they are interested in? 

Any person can attend any two course/activity sessions before they 

decide to become a member. Simply phone the course coordinator 

(listed in the course book) to let them know you (or your friend) 

would like to come along. 

5 What happens if the course I want to do is 

full? 

Many people are interested in our courses and sometimes they reach 

the capacity of the room they are being held in. If you find the 

course/activity you would like to participate in is full, please contact 

the Regional Secretary (contact details on the webpage) where the 

course is being held to see how they might be able to assist.  

6 How many courses can I do each 

semester? 

You can do as many courses/activities as you can meaningfully 

participate in – there is no limit. 

7 What do I need to do to join the Zoom 

meetings? 

To join a Zoom course, contact the course coordinator and they will 

provide you with the login instructions and details. 

8 Can I join Zoom meetings on my iPad? You can join a Zoom meeting on a PC, Laptop, IPAD or mobile device 

– you just need the correct application installed and the login details. 

http://www.sydneyu3a.org/
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9 I am having trouble with Zoom can anyone 

help me? 

The course coordinator can generally provide initial advice as to how 

to log in to a Zoom course. 

 

D Membership 

1 What is the age of the members? 

 

Sydney u3a members currently age from 58 to 95 years. 

2 Do you know what the split is of men to 

woman? 

The male/female split of Sydney u3a membership is currently 

approximately 25/75. 

3 Can both men & women join Sydney u3a? Both men and women can join Sydney u3a. 

4 At what age can I join Sydney u3a? There is no age requirement to join Sydney u3a – it is more about 

having the time to enjoy and participate in our courses. So, our 

members tend to either retired or semi-retired. 


