
Our 2022 Sydney U3A Wangaratta holiday was amazing.  Having had 44 passengers 
booked, our numbers reduced to 40 owing to some cancellations caused by injuries or 
illnesses that were not COVID related. 

by Diana Pine   Tour Coordinator



The majority of this year’s travellers were new to our annual holiday.   Our 5-star hotel was 
superb; we were well-cared for by the hotel staff, and well-fed by its chef.

Excellent weather prevailed, allowing us to enjoy sunny crisp days, after our experience of 
months of rain in Sydney. Our daily road trips were fantastic.    



A short journey from Wangaratta to Benalla- once the haunt of the Kelly Gang - and the 
home of Colonel Dr Ernest Edward (Weary) Dunlop. Morning tea in the Botanic 
Gardens gave us a chance to visit the local Art Gallery and check out its garden sculptures 
and the War Memorial.



We visited the original site of Ned Kelly’s last stand known as the Siege at Glenrowan. 
Visiting the town of Glenrowan, we had an opportunity to view the huge statue of Ned 
Kelly. Lunch at Sam Miranda Winery near Milawa began with a glass of bubbly/wine of 
our choice and then the best antipasto offerings I have ever tasted.  Everyone was in awe 
of the meal - we made short work of the platter.



Lake Mulwala was developed in 1939 - a dam built across the Murray River between 
Yarrawonga, Victoria and Mulwala, NSW. The two state governments shared the cost of 
building the bridge - NSW half of the bridge shows steel spans above the road whereas 
Victoria could not replicate this architecture (a money issue).  The curve in the bridge was 
an error in calculations in where the bridges from either side were to meet in the middle. 



A scrumptious lunch at Yarrawonga Mulwala Golf Club before travelling to historic Corowa –
the home of Corowa Whisky Distillery in what was once the Corowa Flour Mill operating 
from  1920-1969, exporting flour across the world.  After its closure, the flour mill lay 
abandoned for almost 40 years, becoming a haven for vandals and vermin. The Corowa Council 
wanted to keep this heritage building from declining further and sold it to three young men in 
2009 for $1.00. 



This unique distillery demonstrates great determination and vision by these men who started 
renovations in 2010 to make this site into the first ever whisky distillery in Corowa. It’s  listed 
in Australia’s top five.   The dedication of these young men in developing this Distillery can be 
read on their website www.corowadistilling.com.au

http://www.corowadistilling.com.au


On our way to Bright we saw an unusual bus shelter at Everton, decorated by the locals and 
regularly changed to suit a theme /time of year.  Imagine this surviving anywhere in Sydney.  
Whilst the rains have delayed the trees autumn colours from fully appearing, we could still see 
some fine examples of the town’s spectacular autumn colours. We were in awe of Bright and its 
surrounds - we could only imagine how wonderful it would look, not only in autumn, but in 
winter with its surrounding snow-covered mountains.  



Returning to Wangaratta, we visited Red Stag Deer and Emu Farm and enjoyed a talk by
Grace, the owner, along with her husband, Robert, about the history of the farm, including the
many benefits of emu oil and products derived from emu oil. Informative and spectacular, we
enjoyed the view from the large windows overlooking the farm before moving among the
baby goats, whilst large deer, emus and an ostrich freely roamed the fenced farm.



Pepo Farm is the only producer of edible pumpkin seeds in Australia.  All other pepitas sold in 
Australia are imported from overseas.  In 2002, John, Helen and Sharan West continued a 
Slovenian family heritage by planting Styrian pumpkin seeds on their farm in Queensland.   
Ten years on, they relocated to the Alpine region of Victoria to open a shop and factory outlet 
where visitors can learn about the history of their farm. We sampled the products, while 
learning about the processing of the special variety of pumpkin seeds, pumpkin seed oil and 
pumpkin seed meal.  Check their website to find out if these Australian grown pepitas are sold 
in your local area:  www.pepofarms.com.au

http://www.pepofarms.com.au


Beechworth - the heart of one of Victoria’s biggest goldfields.  This historic town has kept its 
atmosphere with original signage, no neon signs, no traffic lights, original buildings and streets.  
Our guided tour took us through La Trobe University campus, which was once the Beechworth 
Mental Asylum.  Our tour also revealed the history behind the town’s gaol, and its  historic 
precinct. 



The precinct still boasts the original police cells, where both Ned Kelly and his mother had
spent time, and the courthouse where Ned Kelly’s initial trial was held before being
sent to Melbourne’s gaol. The furnishings in the courthouse are original and some of
our talented members volunteered to re-enact the trial.



This was both an entertaining and informative experience as the narrator presented some
interesting viewpoints regarding what some people believe to be Ned Kelly’s motivation to 
go on that crime spree with his gang.  

The tour group really enjoyed this special occasion. 



We then had an opportunity to explore the town, shopping in their wonderful stores. A step 
back in time was experienced as we enjoyed lunch at Moments & Memories Tea House.  



And then it was time to leave our wonderful accommodation to return to reality back 
in Sydney.  A great time was had by all especially in the evenings where we could 
mix and get to enjoy each other’s company.

Our next tour (2023) will see us enjoying the beautiful Ballina in northern NSW. 


