18 August - Sir Howard Florey - a
biography and the history of
penicillin, Punchi (Das)
Dassanayake
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COURSE CHANGES AND LECTURES
IN AUGUST
Due to the current Covid-19
situation, the courses below which
were advertised in the Course Book
as face-to-face are being delivered
via Zoom until restrictions are
eased.
More big moments in science which
was due to start at Epping
Community Centre is now on Zoom
until advised otherwise.
Alt Wednesdays 10:00 – 12:00
This scientific series of general
interest examines medicines,
ecology, and astronomy.
4 August - Time and time again and
Sydney's Astronomical Beginnings,
Dr Richard de Grijs

Lectures planned for rest of year for
More big moments in science
1 September – Transport and
storage of dangerous chemicals,
Joan Scott
15 September – Gravity, tides and
giant telescopes, Peter Kinna,
29 September – Ageing, Judy Ford
13 October –The fungi kingdom,
mushrooms, toadstools and moulds,
Ian Thompson
27 October -- The recycling industry,
an overview, David Malone
10 November -- Skin, the largest
organ in humans, Punchi (Das)
Dassanayake
Leader and bookings David Malone
0418 440 828
dymalone@bigpond.net.au

Poetry Appreciation which was to
be held at Hornsby Wallarobba Arts
and Cultural Centre is now being
delivered on Zoom until otherwise
advised.

Leader Dennis Simmons, bookings,
Barrie Heath 0450 405 526,
foxv217@gmail.com

Alt. Wednesdays from 14 July,
1:00-3:00
Leader and bookings Robert Plumbe
0407 160 835,
robert.plumbe@gmail.com
Fun Problem Solving to Keep our
Minds Active which was planned for
Turramurra Uniting Church is now
to be held on Zoom until otherwise
advised.
Tuesday Wordsmiths listed as
starting at St Ives Fernbank
Retirement Village has now moved
to Zoom until otherwise advised.
Alt. Tuesday from 6 July, 10:0012:00
Bookings Liz Laslett, 0410 498 621

Ukulele for Fun which was to be
held at St Ives Uniting Church is now
being delivered on Zoom until
otherwise advised.
Every Wednesday from 7 July, 9:0012:00

Alt. Tuesdays from 20 July, 10:00–
12:00
Leader and bookings Sandra Sadler
9484 5513 spsadler@dodo.com.au

The Shaping of Europe which was
to be held at Epping Community
Centre will resume on email until
the Covid-19 crisis has eased. If you
wish to join the group just email Ian,
on ian.mellow@bigpond.com
Ian also advises that Lecture Notes
are available for the whole
Semester 2 Course, which is only
Volume 1 of a long and fascinating
history of Europe. Contact Ian if you
would like a copy (cost is nominal:
printing + postage).

EMAIL AND POWERPOINT COURSE
Scandinavia

MORE COURSES ON ZOOM
Music we have grown up with
(Zoom only)
Alt Thursdays from 8 July
11:00 am-1:00 pm
The course moves to its 6th
consecutive year. In 2021 it will
continue to explore the magic of
music from the 1920s to the 1970s,
including music genres such as
musical theatre and folk music. The
music is delivered by way of video
(worth 180 million words, if a
picture is worth a 1,000 words).
5 August - Mystery Musical

Alt Wednesdays from 7 July to 10
November (10 sessions)

19 August - The Rolling Stones

A brief, well-illustrated guide to the
countries of Scandinavia, extended
to include Finland and Iceland, as
well as Sweden, Norway and
Denmark. There is a great deal of
visual material.

Leader and bookings: Howard
Ferrer, howardf@optusnet.com.au

Leader and bookings: Graeme Aplin,
9487 1839
graemeaplin@optusnet.com.au

Science and Technology, glimpses
of our past, present and future
(Zoom only)
Covers a wide range of scientific
disciplines.
Alt. Wednesdays from 28 July
Log in at 9:45 am for 10:00
11 August -- Images of Science,
Laurie Wilson

cancel this course. Please, if you
know anyone who attends, let them
know as we do not have a list of
contacts. Should anyone be
interested in taking on the
leadership role please contact Vicky
Davies, 0422 522 550, Venue
Coordinator for St Ives Uniting
Church.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON
SYDNEY U3A OFFICE

8 September -- Covid Vaccines –
Molecules and Me, Graeme
Woodrow

Please note that the Sydney U3A
office is closed due to the Covid-19
restrictions. During this time
telephone calls and emails are being
monitored and will be answered
asap. Unfortunately, until the office
reopens, it is not possible to process
cheque payments or send out
membership cards.

22 September -- The Future of
Medicine, Alec Rubinstein

FEATURED LECTURER OF THE
MONTH

25 August -- Isaac Newton and
Albert Einstein, Punchi (Das)
Dassanayake
Future planned lectures:

Leader Vivienne Ellis,
vme160@outlook.com
Bookings: Andrew Bean, 9983 1225,
andrewrosbean@bigpond.com
CURRENT AFFAIRS FORUM ONE AT
ST IVES UNITING CHURCH
Please be aware that the current
leader Derrick Heywood is very
unwell and unable to continue
leadership duties. It was decided to

STEWART REED
In August 2015, Stewart presented
for the first time at U3A. Although
he lives in U3A Sydney’s
Harbourside North region, the
lecture was for the Australian
History Seminars series at Hornsby
Library in Upper North. The subject
was the Art Gallery of NSW – an
organisation he has been involved
with on a number of occasions
during his life.

Since that first session with U3A,
Stewart has run a variety of courses
about museums and art history. He
currently has few additional courses
under development due for
presentation in 2022. Many of his
courses come from conversations
with U3A members and he always
welcomes new ideas.
Stewart loves sharing his knowledge
with others and meeting people
from different backgrounds and
places.

Stewart Reed, taken at Herculaneum in
Italy. Photo: Helen McGarry

How did he come to U3A? Some
years ago he was on the board at
May Gibbs’ Nutcote in Neutral Bay.
He, with Susan Shaw of Stanton
Library, North Sydney, co-curated
an exhibition about May Gibbs’
fascinating life at the North Sydney
Heritage Centre. When Susan
retired from the library she said she
would keep in touch. It wasn’t that
long afterwards that she invited

Stewart to have a cup of coffee and
she requested politely, but firmly,
that he became a U3A course
leader.
Over the last six years he has
presented in all Sydney U3A regions
on a variety of topics about
museums and art history with his
last being Sydney’s Historic Houses
at U3A Northern Beaches in
Newport.
Stewart was born in Sydney and
lived in a number of different
suburbs. While at high school he
took art as a matriculation subject.
He took a part time job at an
antiques shop and continued to
work there when he left school.
However while he learnt a lot he
decided that antiques were not a
long term option.
His next job was as a computer
operator and then programmer. At
the same time he maintained an
interest in art, visiting exhibitions
and joined a committee of Sydney’s
Art Gallery Society. At the Art
Gallery one of the curators went on
maternity leave and he was offered
a job while she was away. This gave
Stewart an opportunity to work in a
fascinating environment with a
group of great people.
Unfortunately, when this finished
there were no art gallery jobs
available.

He decided to think about a career
which hopefully was both
interesting but paid reasonably well.
He decided to go back to
computing, working with a shipping
company in Sydney. Luckily, he was
able to get a transfer to London for
eighteen months. Stewart ended
up working in the UK for 21 years.
After a few years, he set up his
own company and worked as a
computer consultant, project
manager and management
consultant. He was also in demand
as a teacher of computer courses.
He ended up running courses and
seminars throughout the UK and
Australia. He also ran a number
of courses in Europe and New
York.
One by-product of his career was
travelling and being able to see a
wide variety of museums and art
galleries. Eventually, he sold his
company and returned home. After
a few years working for other
computer companies in Sydney and
Canberra he decided to change tack.
He acquired two Master’s degrees
in Museum Studies: one
coursework and one research –
with a thesis about the Art Gallery
of NSW. This led to him being
invited to give “the odd lecture” at
various NSW universities and

speak at conferences. He also ran
adult education courses for the
University of Sydney.
He started to get involved in
museums. He became a volunteer,
and then board member, at May
Gibbs’ Nutcote where he did a
considerable amount of research on
her life and works. He has also
volunteered at Vaucluse House,
Government House, the Mint,
Admiralty House, Kirribilli House and
Elizabeth Bay House
Stewart’s main hobby is museums.
Even though he prefers art
museums (as does his wife, Helen),
he loves going to all types of
museums. When people ask: What
is your favourite museum? Stewart
responds with a direct answer:
‘The next one’.
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