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Welcome to our new ‘Stay Connected’ newsletter editor Mandy Rowe. I
want to thank her for stepping into the role; it’s greatly appreciated. Our
previous editor Cherie Clover had volunteered for a few months after the
sudden loss of Dianne Ekert. Cherie did a fantastic job of which we are
greatly appreciative. A newsletter is a vital tool to keep in touch with our
members.

Welcome to the new President of U3A Eastern Region Dr David Rosenwax
AM. David volunteered to take over the role from Warwick Mayne-Wilson,
who very sadly passed away on the 25th of April. We send our sincere
condolences to Warwick's family and friends. He was such a gentleman and
will be greatly missed by many in Head Office and the Eastern Region. 

The U3A second semester coursebook is almost complete. We aim to have
it delivered — via PDF or snail mail — mid June. Hopefully nothing changes,
particularly in relation to the Covid pandemic. We are aware how quickly
things can change; it certainly isn't over yet. Members must continue to
follow each venue's Covid policy regarding check in using a QR code,
cleaning and morning tea arrangements. 

The U3A Board is working towards the future with a strategic planning day
on Friday the 21st of May. We will be concentrating on future
memberships, database problems and other vitally important issues for the
U3A. We have also held meetings with our IT team regarding how to
improve and communicate with each other; particularly on how to manage
our database. This is the way of the future.

I just want to personally thank all our volunteers who help put U3A
together. We couldn't manage without the many members who do a
fantastic job — often behind the scenes — particularly given these trying
times. Let’s hope all goes well for the second semester. We all miss our
meetings, classes, and trips, and particularly keeping in touch with our
many U3A friends. 

Keep safe, stay well
Kind regards
Judy Harris - President Sydney U3A 
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 It is with a heavy heart that we pass on the news of Warwick Mayne – Wilson`s passing on

25 April 2021.
Warwick was our immediate past president of U3A Eastern Region and he received news
that his cancer had returned only a few months ago. He died peacefully in St Vincent`s

Hospital after being admitted with bronchitis that developed into pneumonia. 
He was 84 years old.

Warwick was a warm and genuine person, a gentleman, a diplomat and a landscape
architect. He spoke about his two careers in U3A sessions that enthralled us – what a

contrast! What a positive example of reinventing oneself to have a fulfilling life. We knew
Warwick as U3A president of the Eastern Region, a position he accepted when he was over

80. He was steady and reliable, a good communicator and a significant contributor to
East`s program of talks.  He was the one who introduced us to speakers on great gardens
of the world, our harbour heritage, the role of conservation, the National Trust, the role of

national parks, the making of Barangaroo….
‘I thank Warwick for inviting me to be an Assistant Course Coordinator on the Eastern

committee’ said Mary Healy-North. ‘I appreciate his invitation very much to this day. It is a
great way to contribute to U3A Eastern. Warwick and I quickly became friends. He came to
my first U3A Eastern music appreciation presentation; he commented – it was a small but

keen group. I remember having coffee with Warwick and our great talks’.
Warwick personified continuous learning and contribution; he regularly attended the film
discussion group as well as numerous U3A presentations. He was always gracious and if

things ever got him down, he admitted it, had a glass of red wine and told himself
‘tomorrow is a new day’.  He will, indeed, be missed.

 
Words by Sandy See
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The second semester course book is near
completion and most of our courses are
back in business. Lots of classes and events
have returned, with many already meeting.
Look out for some new courses and classes,
and the eight events organised by Beatrice
Scheepers. 
Also, we are looking for Leaders. Could you
give a one off or series of presentations? Do
you have knowledge and skills to share? Can
you spread the news and encourage people
to join U3A? Let us all work hard to grow U3A
so it continues to enrich our lives. 
Anne Hall
Regional Course Coordinator

City & Inner West

Endeavour 

The Endeavour Southern Region has been
working hard to attract new members, along
with new Leaders and courses. In fact, there
will be a three new courses on offer in
Semester 2 - Backgammon, Sydney's 19th
Century City Buildings and Japanese.

 

Greater Western

Face-to-Face sessions: A MINIMUM of 15
members at presentations is required. If you
have signed up for a session but you can not
make it, please let the convenor know in
advance. 

Help Needed
Now that we are able to meet physically once
more, we are keen to increase the number of
social activities where our members can get
together informally  to socialise, chat or have a
coffee or a meal.  
If you could spare some time to give a hand in
organising such or similar events, please let me
know.  We would welcome you to our team of
other enthusiastic volunteers who do such
valuable work in making life so enjoyable for us
all. 
Michael Suckling
U3A Harbourside North Regional President
mwsing@tpg.com.au
0423835134

Harbourside North Region

Eastern 
Please note the new time and day for U3A
lectures. From Friday 30th April lectures will be
on Fridays from 10.30 am –12.00 midday.
Location: COA Hall, 25 Rowe St, Woollahra (200
metres from Bondi Junction bus and train
interchange; parking at Westfield Bondi
Junction). If you have not been to U3A for awhile
now is the time to join us again, meet new
friends and hear some interesting
presentations. 
Dr David Rosenwax
U3A Eastern Regional President

mailto:mwsing@tpg.com.au


 

With the slight easing of Covid 19 restrictions, we have been practising since the
beginning of February. Covid restrictions still only allow 100 people in a venue so it is
not yet feasible for us to stage a concert. 
If and when that figure is increased we plan to stage another concert for U3A
members and friends. We actually have one under rehearsal at present.  “A Hippy
Time” features songs and narration from the period of the hippies in the 1960s. 
The concert will be a kind of live musical documentary with an educational/social
historical underpinning. It will be a fun and entertaining show.
We will keep U3Aers informed. This is just one of the many U3A offerings available in
the Northern Beaches.
Harvey Broadbent
harveybroadbent1915@gmail.com

Snapshot of the Regions
 

Selected Lectures in May 
Confronting the four horsemen in human history

The last lecture in this series will be presented by a guest lecturer, economist, Jill Tukian,
Harbourside North, U3A, at Epping Leisure & Learning Centre, 26 May (1:00 – 3:00 pm).

The lecture shows how humanity adapted to the Spanish Flu pandemic (1918-1920), and
the likely global socio-economic impacts of COVID-19.

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND THIS EXTRAORDINARY LECTURE, BUT PLEASE
LET IAN DE MELLOW KNOW THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND.

Leader and bookings Ian De Mellow ian.mellow@bigpond.com  9487 1908.
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Northern Beaches

Upper North

Photo courtesy of Harvey Broadbent
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Fire + Rescue NSW is running a program offering free Home Safety Visits to help promote fire
safety and prevention around the home.  The visit would include a local fire station crew attending
the homes within your community and offering tailored fire safety information to the resident.  Free
smoke alarms would also be installed, or smoke alarm batteries replaced if required. Please
find below a link from the Fire + Rescue NSW website outlining the program details:
https://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/visits/ or ring 92696421 or free call 1800 787 848.

Who might benefit from a Safety Visit?
Everyone can benefit from a Safety Visit, however there are people within our communities that are
statistically at higher risk of incidents occurring, including:

Over 65’s.
Those who live alone.

People with limited mobility, hearing impairments or vision impairments.
Residents who are supported by carers, family and friends.

And anyone with English as a second language.

General Enquiries  92652999  8:30am - 5:00pm Monday to Friday
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Never Alone
 

This is not a review of the Sydney Writers' Festival,
rather a story about connections. 

Given the plethora of literary courses offered by the
U3A, I’m guessing some members attended the
recent SWF. After last year's lockdowns it was
exciting to be mingling with 'real live people' again. 
I consider myself a newcomer to Sydney, and joined
the U3A just prior to lockdown. Fast-forward 12
months and I still consider myself a newcomer: let's
just say 2020 wasn't the best year to meet people.
Even though names like Richard Flanagan, Michelle
de Krestser and Helen Garner tempted me, I felt
slightly tentative about going solo to the Festival. Not
sure why, as I’m happy to go to the theatre and
cinema on my own. But eventually I went online,
perused the programme and booked three events. 

 The big day arrived. I caught the train to Redfern,
ambled down a leafy sidestreet, checked in using a
QR code, bought a coffee and sat down at a sun-
drenched table. 

Before long a woman asked if she could join me. Of
course I agreed, and we were soon sharing stories.
Ten minutes later she trotted off to listen to Barrie
Cassidy talk about ‘Biden’s America.’ I smiled quietly
to myself and thought: one is never really alone at a
literary festival.

Then — at my first event — the lady next to me
asked why I was interested in Bill Hayes. I told her I'd
heard his interview on the Conversation Hour with
Richard Fidler and was curious to know more about
his late partner Oliver Sacks.
In a few short minutes we discussed love, life, death
and New York. Once again I smiled quietly to myself. I
was never going to be alone at a literary festival.

These encounters — albeit brief — made me feel
connected. They also made me realise I wasn't
the only solo festival-goer. Single people
surrounded me.  And I'm certain the  words,
books and ideas nourished their souls too.

I look forward to attending the Sydney Writers'
Festival in 2022 and hope some of you would join
me. Let's work on that. 

I recently volunteered to be the editor of the
'Stay Connected' newsletter, and am looking for
stories about connection and ageing…..or
anything else that resonates with living a full and
happy life. Remember some of the most 'simple'
stories can give meaning and hope to others.
Don't be shy about sharing yours. 

A big thank you Cherie Clover for helping with my
first newsletter. You have been generous sharing
contacts, content, fonts, logos and publication
platforms!

I look forward to being 'connected' with my new
U3A community.
Submit your stories to the email address below.

Mandy Rowe
mandy.louise.rowe@gmail.com

 Sydney Writers' Festival

mailto:mandy.louise.rowe@gmail.com
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Attend Courses in Any Region
 

Sydney U3A Inc
ABN 32251810797
Suite 10.2 St Martin's Tower
31 Market Street
Sydney NSW 2000
 mail@sydneyu3a.org
www.sydneyu3a.org
02 92679056
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Visit our Facebook Page - like, share and follow
 

https://www.facebook.com/sydneyu3a

Stay Connected 

Members of Sydney U3A can attend courses in any region, not just the region in which
they live. Bookings are essential, and popular courses fill very quickly.  Each course has

the contact details for the Booking Secretary for that course. 
Go online www.sydneyu3a.org and start planning. 

 

 
U3A are receiving a number of calls asking when the Semester 2 course book will be

available.  
Please be advised that members who have elected to receive the course book electronically

will receive notification on 18th June.
Printed copies will be mailed out 16th June.

 

 

Semester 2 Course Books

mailto:mail@sydneyu3a.org
mailto:mail@sydneyu3a.org
http://www.sydneyu3a.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sydneyu3a
http://www.sydneyu3a.org/

