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U3A ENDEAVOUR

SOUTHERN REGION

NEWSLETTER
Updates and news from Committee Members, Course Leaders and Members

2021 is Looking Good 
It's hard to believe that it's April and we are already a
third of the way through the year.

The Endeavour Committee has been working hard behind
the scenes attracting new members and searching for
new Leaders and new courses.  In fact, there will be a
new course on offer in Semester 2 - Backgammon.  Stay
tuned for details.

There are two new faces on the Committee.  Ray Smith,
Treasurer, and Carolyn Davis, who is sharing the role with
Nilva Martini, the delegate to the Cronulla School of Arts.
We are still looking for a Publicity Officer and a Website
Editor.  If this is something that you are interested in,
please let us know. 

With your support, we believe that 2021 will be a great
year for Endeavour. 

ENDEAVOUR AGM

AND LOTS MORE 

NEWS FROM THE COURSE
CO-ORDINATOR

DENIS MILLER 

UPCOMING ZOOM TALK

SINGING FUNSTERS

WE'VE BEEN
EVERYWHERE

OUR GREAT COUNTRY 

WHAT'S HAPPENING

 

INSIDE THIS EDITION



On Thursday, March 12, 2021 the Annual

General Meeting was held at Tradies Caringbah

for the Endeavour (Southern) Region.

There were 35 members in attendance with

Judy Harris, President Sydney U3A and Anne

Richardson, VP Education in attendance.

The meeting was chaired by Jim Sloan, Course

Co-ordinator, outlining that Endeavour was in

its 32nd year and that around 800 sessions had

been held, which was a big contribution to the

local community. Jim also highlighted how

quickly members embraced Zoom and

everyone was thanked for their continued

support during COVID.

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Chair read

the prepared report. The balance of the

account as at December 31, 2020 was

$1,531.29.

The Course Co-ordinator updated the audience

on the new tool that Keith Crowe, editor of the

Course Book, has designed, which has now

halved the time in preparing the Course Book. 

Endeavour Annual General Meeting
IN SUMMARY

Anna Winter as representative for the St.

George area advised that there were ten

classes in St. George prior to COVID and now

there are seven.  One class did not return and

two classes have since moved to the Cronulla

School of Arts.

Anna encouraged anyone who was interested in

a running a course to come forward. 

Judy Harris, President Sydney U3A thanked all

U3A members for their donations following the

appeal letter sent last year.  Judy also advised

that the cost of printing the Course Book was

not sustainable moving forward.  In closing,

Judy congratulated Endeavour on their 32 years

and thanked everyone for the hard work that

goes on behind the scenes.

Ted Watson was presented with his Honorary

Life Membership by Judy (carried over from

2020) for his commitment and hard work.  Ted

shared a few short stories and thanked

Endeavour.

In closing, the Chair thanked the past

Committee for their hard work and support. 

Pictured below: L-R, Jim Sloan, Judy Harris and

Ted Watson and Anna Winter.
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Our current semester is now halfway through.

The committee has prepared for a number of

events that will take place during the Seniors

Festival (April 13 - 24) in the Endeavour Region.

 

Our second 2021 Course Book (July - December

2021) process has begun. I am now contacting

current leaders about renewing their courses.

We are also looking for new leaders to present

or run courses on any topic. If you know of

anyone with an expertise we would be

interested in, please encourage them to contact

me at 0404 060 633 or jsloan@sloan.id.au 

As the next U3A term starts in July, new courses

will need to be finalised by May to organise and

be ready for the printing of the next Course

Book. Give it a go as it’s good fun sharing

knowledge with like-minded people. 

I am currently looking for a volunteer to help

me co-ordinate the Endeavour Monthly Zoom

Talk. While I am happy to continue hosting each

talk, I am falling behind in my preparations for

the talks. I would like someone to help me co-

ordinate a list of speakers between now and

December 2021.

Course Co-ordinator Update
~ JIM SLOAN 

signed into each venue they visit using the

Service NSW COVID-19 App. (Please note! if

a member does not have a phone to enter

the venue with, ask another attendee to sign

you in as a dependant.) 

checked off on the separate course list each

course leader will have for managing

attendance. 

keeping to the social distancing

requirements within a venue (currently 2sq

metres per person). 

not using the kitchens, crockery or cutlery

within a venue. 

Remembering to disinfect the venue room

at the end of a session (participants are

asked to help the course leader in

disinfecting equipment, chairs and tables).

Make sure participants are: 
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"The management committee again thanks all

course participants for their co-operation with

the COVID-19 requirements of our venues.."

http://sloan.id.au/


"The Endeavour Committee  

would like to thank you

Denis for your commitment

and hard work over the

many years as Treasurer."

Twenty years ago I had been a U3A member for

several years (No. 4661) and was thoroughly

enjoying my involvement following an early

retirement.

 

Michael Stone was then President and he

conducted a great English Literature class of

which I was a member.

 

Michael was also acting as Course Co-ordinator

and one day he announced to our group that

his Treasurer had retired and pleaded for

someone to help him out.

My U3A - No. 4661 
~ DENIS MILLER

For me there was no alternative than to step

forward.

Over the years, my U3A involvement has

continued to give me much enjoyment,

stimulation and interaction with a great range

of like-minded people. It has been my privilege

to give back a little by continuing in the role as

the Endeavour Treasurer.

 

My membership of U3A continues and I look

forward to many more years of fruitful

involvement.
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Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021

Time: 10.30am

Topic: Lennie's Ride

Register: jsloan@sloan.id.au

This month’s talk is by author Mary Small. She

will be discussing her 2010 book called Lennie’s

Ride. 

In 1932, nine-year-old Lennie Gwyther dreamed

of being on the spot for the opening of the

Sydney Harbour Bridge. The fact that he lived

1000 kilometres away in Leongatha, in south-

eastern Victoria, didn't faze him. 

April Monthly Zoom Talk
~ LENNIE'S RIDE

BY MARY SMALL, ILLUSTRATED BY MARION WILCOCKS 

Mary’s book tells the true story of how one

February day, with his parents' blessing, he set

off on what was to be a four-month odyssey

with his pony, Ginger Mick. The story of this

nine-year-old who rode a pony 1000km to

Sydney for the opening of the Sydney Harbour

Bridge captured the Depression-era public's

imagination.
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"Join us to hear about an

interesting piece of Australian

history."

http://sloan.id.au/
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"Come along and visit us.  We would love

to see you on the day."

Seniors Week 2021
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"Please contact us if you

have questions about the

upcoming events for

Seniors Week."

Seniors Week 2021



Singing for Fun welcomes the easing of COVID

restrictions and looks forward to shortly

singing in a face-to-face format.

Of course there will then be a return to themed

classes such as ones we have enjoyed in the

past.  We have had fun with St. Georges Day

(Red and White), St. Patrick's Day (Green),

Hippie Woodstock Day, Gatsby Era, Geordie,

Wild West Cowboys and Girls and Melbourne

Cup Race Day.

Barbara tries to bake to match the theme and

we have enjoyed Geordie Hinney Cakes,

Woodstock Brownies and Cowboy Hat cakes. 

Singing for Fun members are enthusiastic and

fully supportive of the themes, as you can see

from the pictures below. 

Singing Funsters
~ BARBARA ADAMS, SINGING FOR FUN

Fry Black Pudding in Lard (until you hear

your arteries hardening!)

Stew together with carrots (until the carrots

have no flavour whatsoever)

Smother with fake grey Bisto gravy

Load the top with high carb spuds (and have

the defib waiting)

Consume quickly before the sirens sound.

Yum !!! 

In the meantime, twenty Funsters are still

logging into Skype and enjoying not only

singing together, but also listening to

participant presentations on singers such as

Dolly Parton, Roxette, Dean Martin, Bob Dylan,

Elvis and Dan Fogelberg - just to name a few.

Along with music genres like Mowtown, Sea

Shanties, James Bond themes, Women's

Liberation and the Swinging 60s).

We complement our songs with uploaded

videos followed by a Virtual Cuppa and a Round

Robin Chat session. 

Thanks to Singing for Fun (Online) - we have all

stayed connected, informed and musically

uplifted.

Barbara's Wartime Rations Recipe
Black Pudding Hotpot with Carrots
and Bistro Gravy
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Armchair Travellers is one of our most popular

classes in the Endeavour Region with over 30

members keen to share their travel experiences

along with photographs on the wide screen in

the Cronulla School of Arts building in Surf

Road.

This idea developed during 2007 when five of

our U3A members, myself included, realised 

 that there was great potential for members to

share travel stories along with their slides and

photographs. This new class first emerged at

the Sutherland Uniting Services Club [now Club

on East] in Surf Road. In mid July I spoke about

travelling on ships and Gwen Nay [now in her

nineties] showing slides of herself and her

family travelling the memorable Silk Road.

At the next session, Eleanor Leach shared

memories of her time in Africa. By December

our class had then travelled a variety of

locations to Beijing, Christmas Island, the

Kimberley, UK, South America and Vietnam.

We've Been Everywhere
~ MARY SMALL, ARMCHAIR TRAVELLERS

By February 2008 Armchair Travellers was

comfortably installed in Cronulla and since then

we have been almost everywhere. Places range

from swimming with whales in Tonga up to the

dizzy heights of Machu Picchu and way down

south to meet the penguins and seals in the

Antarctic. At interval there’s the opportunity for

a cuppa with friends to chat and reference our

shared experiences.

We are just so fortunate to have members keen

not to just sit and listen to a class leader, but to

be placed on the fortnightly list to remember

and share.

In 1959, Australian country singer Geoff Mack

wrote, “I’ve Been Everywhere” and we can boast

the same!
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For many years, my 'other half', brainwashed

me with his dreams 

To travel round this land, where he had worked

on many schemes. 

He had realised 'God's Country' was the place

to spend his life, 

That England with its lousy climate was, for

him, a place of strife. 

He'd travelled this 'wide brown country',

working in different places. 

Almost forty years ago, some blokes did this to

'kick over over the traces'. 

From the Snowy Mountain Scheme to Rum

Jungle's canvas tents 

He worked any many and varied things and met

all kinds of gents. 

They came from various countries with many a

differnt skill 

Mostly they worked long and hard,

accumulating money, until 

They moved on, perhaps the scheme ended, or

they wanted a fresh start. 

These migrant guys - Wogs, Dagos, Poms - each

one played a part. 

They helped build this country into a rich and

powerful land 

Putting their backs into what they did and

giving each other a hand 

Working for just their meagre pay and

accepting tough conditions 

These blokes were the 'salt of the earth' hard

work was their tradition. 

Our Great Country
~ PAT SKINNER, WRITING CREATIVELY 

These schemes were many years ago and times

have changed a lot. 

There are still large schemes today but, fewer

men, more machines is the plot. 

Now it's all computerised machinery and men

who are multi-skilled. 

It's harder to find a long term job, with less

vacancies to be filled. 

When we reached our retirement, the dream of

a trip round Oz began. 

It was exciting to put into action my partner's

long awaited plan. 

We had almost a year of adventure, meeting

people and seeing places.

Even in the most sunburnt parts, we would find

a wonderful oasis. 

It certainly was a wondrous time which we

recorded every day 

Whether spent in arduous driving, or mainly at

leisure and play. 

In this time we managed to see part of this

wonderful continent 

With lots of things to do and see, every minute

was well spent. 

Although we want to spend more time

exploring other parts 

A beautiful baby granddaughter has crept into

our hearts 

So, for the present, we, and the caravan, are

having a little rest 

But, doubtless, it won't be long before we are

off on another quest.
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President : Vacant

Vice President : Vacant

Treasurer : Ray Smith (new member)

Secretary : Cherie Clover

Course Co-ordinator : Jim Sloan

Monthly Zoom Talks : Jim Sloan

Assistant Co-ordinator Monthly Zoom Talks :

Vacant

Delegate to the Cronulla School of Arts :

Nilva Martini

Assistant to the Delegate to the Cronulla

School of Arts : Carolyn Davis (new member)

Publicity Officer : Vacant 

Website Editor : Vacant 

St. George Group : Bill Leach and Anna

Winter

General Committee : Denis Paulin and Dean

Lanthois

THANK YOU
Thank you to Sue from ShireSketchers for the

picture featured on the cover - Westfield

Miranda.

_________________________________________________

The Committee:

If there is a position that you are interested in

but feel that you are unable to do this on your

own, please know that you can have a buddy to

share the role with you. The old saying is, "work

smarter, not harder." As you can see, this has

been done with the role of Delegate to the

Cronulla School of Arts. We now have two

people sharing this and they work together to

support the position.

_________________________________________________

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS: Please email

all contributions to cherie167@hotmail.com

All stories are welcomed!

 

What's Happening
COMMITTEE NEWS

Gail Burgess

Anne Young      

Diane Cremin     

Johnny Paceo

Elaine McKenna

IT'S ALL ABOUT SENIORS WEEK THIS MONTH
If you have time, we would love to see you at

one of our days.  You can contact:

Jannali Uniting Church
Cherie Clover - cherie167@hotmailcom

 

Rockdale Library
Anna Winter -annau3a@gmail.com 

Camellia Gardens
Peggy Annabel -peggy.annabel@bigpond.com 

Cronulla School of Arts
Nilva Martini -nilvalsim@yahoo.com.au 

Don't forget - tell your friends and if

you are able to attend, please bring

them along.
____________________________________________________
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

_________________________________________________

FACEBOOK
Sydney U3A Endeavour Southern Region 
www.facebook.com/groups/U3AEndeavourSout

hernRegion/

WEBSITE
https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-

u3a/regions/endeavour-southern/

http://hotmail.com/
http://hotmailcom/
http://gmail.com/
http://bigpond.com/
http://yahoo.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/U3AEndeavourSouthernRegion/
https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-u3a/regions/endeavour-southern/

