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U3A ENDEAVOUR

SOUTHERN REGION

NEWSLETTER
Updates and news from Committee Members, Course Leaders and Members

2021 Has Kicked Off 
~ THE ENDEAVOUR COMMITTEE 

Here we are again ready for another terrific year - doing

it the only way we know how - Endeavour style. Great

courses, great venues, fabulous leaders and secretaries

and the best members.

2020 was no doubt a tough year for everyone.  Not only

with all things U3A, but also for some on a personal level.

However, Endeavour members managed to stay

connected with their classes and their friends, always

looking out for each other and supporting. 

Let's make this year bigger and better for the Endeavour

region.  With new members continuing to join and with

the help and support from Head Office, we will stay

strong and grow during these COVID times.

UPCOMING ZOOM TALK

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR
NEWS

CRIME READERS GROUP

VALE MARIE PATERSON
AND BETTY BUCHANAN

LANDMARKS, RUTH
MORGAN

CREATIVE WRITING AND
POETRY IS ALIVE

WHAT'S HAPPENING
NEWS
 

INSIDE THIS EDITION



Captain James Cook described Norfolk Island as

“paradise”.

From 1788 to 1854, this paradise became a

harsh penal colony and home to convicts.

Between 1825 and 1854 it was known as Hell of

the Pacific, a place of the extremist punishment

short of death for its hapless convicts. Today, it

is home to the descendants of the Bounty

Mutineers whose warmth and hospitality have

been woven into the island’s unique and

timeless rhythm.

How is historic Norfolk Island and its

inhabitants dealing with life in the 21st

Century? 

Zoom Monthly Tuesday Talk 
~ JIM SLOAN

Norfolk Island 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021
10.30am - 12.30pm (approximately)

The talk will be delivered by Gillian Lewis from

the Australian National Maritime Museum. 

To participate, please email Jim Sloan at -

jsloan@sloan.id.au and a Zoom invite will be

sent for you to attend the talk.

If you have already RSVP’d to Jim to attend
the talk, can you PLEASE DO SO AGAIN.  The

reason for this, is due to an IT problem that has

occurred with Jim’s email account.  Apologies

and thank you for understanding.
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Our first 2021 Course Book has been delivered

to members via the post or on our website. The

first courses began on February 1 and our new

semester is now in full swing. I would like to

wish a warm welcome to all of our new

members.

I would like to thank our Course Leaders and

members for their patience as we have now

transitioned the majority of our courses to both

online and by phone with the course team.

There have been some minor hiccups which will

be ironed out over the next month.

I have contacted a number of Leaders to walk

them through the MyU3A database for Leaders

in order to familiarise them with its features.

Once all of the Leaders are using the database,

it will be easier to manage users and

attendance. The Endeavour region is back in

business.

For any Course Book changes we will do our

best to get them onto the Endeavour website as

soon as possible

(https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-

u3a/regions/endeavour-southern).

For each of our venues, we have registered a

U3A COVID-19 plan for the venue with the NSW

government. Each of our Course Leaders

continues to work hard to achieve compliance.

Please note that there will be occasional

changes announced by the NSW government.

The new COVID-19 requirements will be applied

venue by venue as each landlord approves the

changes for their venue. We will try to keep

each of our leaders abreast of these changes as

they evolve.

Course Co-ordinator Update
~ JIM SLOAN

sign-in to each venue they visit using the

Service NSW COVID App. (Please note! if a

member does not have a phone to enter the

venue with, please ask another attendee to

sign you in as a dependant.)

are checked off on the separate course list

each Course Leader will have for managing

attendance

keep to the social distancing requirements

within a venue (currently 4sq metres per

person)

do not use the kitchens, crockery or cutlery

within a venue, and

disinfect the venue room at the end of a

session (participants are asked to help the

Course Leader in disinfecting equipment,

chairs and tables).

Not all venues are available yet to pre-COVID-

19 levels.

The Oatley, South Hurstville and San Souci

libraries are not yet available to us.

The management committee thanks the

participants in our courses for their co-

operation with the requirements in our COVID-

19 plan. It continues to be especially important

that members:

The reason this compliance is so important is

to prevent the venue from being fined or closed

for non-compliance and for any participant

from being fined for non-compliance.
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We have Jane Harper's The Survivors on our

reading list for this year.  It will be the 4th book

of hers that we will be reading, which will give

you the idea that we really enjoy her

authorship.

I find her descriptions the Australian outback

very authentic. She can really set an

atmosphere and her characters are depicted as

real people with all their flaws.

Harper's first book The Dry is now showing at

most cinemas.  It stars Eric Banna.  I make it a

rule not to go to a movie made about a book I

love, as I am most often disappointed.

However, friends who have read the book and

seen the movie say the movie is true to the

book. Will I take the risk? Harper's books are

always crime- related. There is always a

murder. After all, we are the Crime Readers Book

Club. 

Looking for a Good Book 
~ CAROL DAWSON, CRIME READERS GROUP

Crime Readers meet the first and third Tuesday

of each month from 10.15am - 12 noon at

Sutherland Club on East.

In depth discussion about listed books and

authors - all input welcome.  The reading list is

compiled yearly by the Leader in consultation

with members.  Authors from all over the world

are included.  A friendly, social and intelligent

group.

Leader: Carol Dawson

Email: carousel43@bigpond.com
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"We have Jane Harper's,

The Survivors on our

reading list for this year."

http://bigpond.com/


I only knew Marie Paterson for a few years but

she always made me feel special.

She was a great listener and non-judgemental.

So many people I have spoken to have said how

kind she was and how she enjoyed a catch up.

Marie would often ring me and suggest a coffee

at Hazelhurst. Sometimes we had U3A business

to discuss but mostly it was to share a coffee

and a piece of cake and catch up on each

other’s news.

Marie loved her family and was so very proud

of her sons, her grand-children and the latest

addition, Emmy, her great grand-child. Marie

will be sadly missed by us all, when we return

to our Discovering Art group on Tuesday,

February 2.

~ Margaret Wilkes, Discovering Art

Marie Paterson 
30/08/1938 -  23/12/2020 

Marie Paterson was a long-time member of our

walking group and contributed greatly to the

Bush Ramblers.  We remember her gentle

inspiration and encouragement.  She was

always thinking of others, making sure

everyone was included.

When no longer able to join in our walks, Marie

turned up to have morning tea with us on walks

where it was possible. Marie had a great sense

of humour, was a very caring person and will

always be fondly remembered. 

~ June Symes, Bush Ramblers
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I dreamed many dreams when I was a lad

Of adventure, honour and glory

Of mountains conquered, battles won

History recorded my story.

I dreamed many dreams when I came of age

Of desire, romance and fruition

A man amongst men, I held pride of place

Girls flocked of their own volition.

Landmarks
~ RUTH MOGAN, WRITING CREATIVELY 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

24 Countries

6 Continents

2 Regions

10 Years.

ARMCHAIR TRAVELLERS
~ Cherie Clover 

Last week Cherie (being me) kicked off

Armchair Travellers with the first

presentation for Semester 1 at the

Cronulla School of Arts titled “A Journey of

Colours : 24 - 6 and 2 in 10."

With around two hours to fill, I presented

on the last 10 years of travel with photos

that I felt represented each country by

their colour. Here are a few snaps:

It was lovely to see so many new faces to

our friendly group.

I dreamed many dreams when I reached my prime

Of wealth, eminence and power

The pinnacle to success here within my grasp

Seeds of goals grown to full flower.

In a rocking chair now I sit and reflect

On my lifetime’s eventful treasures

I have no regrets of dreams unfulfilled

Dreams are but transient pleasures.



 

Betty Buchanan
A GREAT LADY

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1  |  I S S U E  N O . 1

 
To Betty,

 
"Such sad news.  She was a great lady and will be sadly missed."

 
"Sorry to hear this news."

 
"Betty was a beauty, sadly missed.  I think she was was 94 or close to it.  That's a good

innings."
 

"So many people will be sad to hear this."
 

"A lovely person who will be missed."
 



"We meet the first and

third Monday of each

month at 10am at the

Cronulla School of Arts."

Ann O’Connor is our Course Leader.

Sandra Keller takes bookings 9540 1194 or

0417 134 210 or as.keller@bigpond.com

We meet on the first and third Monday of

each month at 10am.

After meeting at the Gymea Community Hall for

many years, this group is moving to the

Cronulla School of Arts (Upstairs Lecture Room)

from this semester onwards.

Everything else stays the same: 

What we do in this class? We agree on a topic

to write about, go home, put our thinking caps

on, bring back our finished work a fortnight

later and read it out aloud in class. At times, we

do little exercises in class as well.

A New Home for Creative Writing
~ LIZ PETERS 

You may express yourself in any format you like

– prose, poetry, essay or even sketch. Whether

you draw on your own life’s experiences or let

your imagination roam freely is entirely up to

you.

Don’t be shy. Your work will not be critiqued

very harshly. Our main aim is to have fun with

words and learn from each other.

If the new venue suits you, why not join us or at

least dip your toe in and find out what we are

all about. We have room for new members and

the School of Arts has a strict COVID protocol.
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ShireSketchers moved to a new bigger room at

Jannali just before COVID closed it. With the

start of 2021 and now in our bigger room we

can share the fun.

It started with one lady, Marilyn, who saw

Cherie’s U3A Facebook article where I had said,

“Phone Peggy if you would like to join

ShireSketchers.” I think Marilyn told Gayle who

said, “I remember Peggy talking about her

sketch group when we were doing Yoga." So

Gayle then told Anne, who remembered me

from the Older Women’s Network Singing Group,

so four girls from OWN singing joined us as

visitors. Zo saw us sketching on the street, so

she also came and sketched with us and is keen

to keep coming.

The ShireSketchers group have had no vacancies

in previous years because we were crammed

into the tiny little library meeting room.  So far

all of the new guys think it is very difficult and

are nervous about sketching - that’s normal.

They are not sure about joining U3A if there is

only outdoor sketching, but no guarantee of an

actual class lesson in a room.

Trying to individually assist learners whilst

sitting outside on their little stools, balancing

books and painting along with a viewfinder and

trying to listen to me was not conducive to

learning. But for two weeks they did it.

The Word Started to Spread 
~ PEGGY ANNABEL, SHIRESKETCHERS

Starting observational sketching needs

instruction. It is very different from copying

pictures and these folk were not wanting to do

that. We learn in a classroom with the theory

about viewing the environment as it actually is.

Not as our brain deciphers the bits that are

important to us. The big wide straight road that

is good to drive on is always drawn too wide  -

“really seeing” requires a bit of theory.

All ShireSketchers have put in a great effort to

remain very active with our online PInterest

communication line which is buzzing with

fantastic sketches coming in everyday.

Our virtual sketch tour was hilarious as we

sketched our way around outback Queensland.

You can't sketch if you don’t sketch and we

encourage each other in continual learning and

sketching and uploading weekly lesson topics.

We all enjoy the cohesion in the class and our

weekly outdoor sketch group meets somewhere

in the Shire. It is is loads of fun, hard work and

with fantastic results.

This has a very happy ending.  Thanks U3A,

especially to Jim Sloan, our Course Co-

ordinator, for lots of time spent reorganising

our beautiful big Jannali room.
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The Arts Theatre Cronulla is a community

theatre located in the heart of Cronulla. It is

dedicated to providing high quality theatre for

the people of St. George and Sutherland Shire.

 

In 2013 the theatre celebrated 50 years of

continuous operation, having presented close

to 200 productions.  The auditorium seats 120

and most productions play to full houses.

Today the primary lessee of the building is still

The Arts Theatre, Cronulla. The Cronulla School

of Arts remains a well-known local institution,

consisting of 13 sub-groups. “The School of Arts

has survived and maintained a lively level of

activity over its life as a diverse range of groups

and activities has used the space, some

dominating and then receding according to

social needs and context. It is this flexibility

and adaptability that has kept the institution

active for over a century, as other organisations

have thrived and then folded. 

Cronulla School of Arts
6 SURF ROAD, CRONULLA

Despite the diversity of uses and groups

associated with the School of Arts over the

years, it is notable that groups associated with

the institution today show continuity with the

movement’s founding principles, providing a

space for community based education and

pursuits of an intellectually stimulating and

creative nature.”

If you would like to read the complete
fascinating history of the Arts Theatre,
below is the link:
https://csoarts.wordpress.com/history/
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Have you been wondering what this group is all

about?   What kind of poetry we read, study and

discuss?

Over the years, we have covered a multitude of

poets and genres of poetry. Rhyming and non-

rhyming, classical and contemporary, deep and

meaningful as well as funny and quirky. 

We have scratched our heads reading TS Eliot,

we went droving with Clancy, suffered with

Sylvia Plath and we went to sea with the Ancient

Mariner. And we no longer confuse Keats and

Yeats. Occasionally, we ventured into Indian

and German poetry, even covered an Iranian

poet.

Generally, the course leader prepares a set of

notes for each session (although members are

also welcome to present material of their

choice). We learn about a poet in the context of

his/her time and take turns reading out their

work.

We immerse ourselves in the images the poet

conjures up and discuss the style and topic of a

poem, and often drift off course. In other

words, we see where a work of poetry takes us,

and we are none too academic about it. There

is always time for a laugh or two.

Do You Enjoy Reading and Discussing Poetry 
~ LIZ PETERS, POETRY IS ALIVE

Do we write poetry ourselves in this group? A

few of us who have the knack are encouraged

to present their own work.

If this sounds like a good way to spend two

hours once a fortnight, why not come and join

us?

We meet on the second and fourth Thursday of

the month, from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, in the

Theatrette of the Cronulla School of Arts. 

Leader: Liz Peters

Email: heinzliz@optusnet.com.au
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DATE: Thursday, March 11, 2021

TIME: 10am - 12 noon

LOCATION: Tradies, 28-30 Banksia Road,

Caringbah 

RSVP: Thursday, March 4, 2021 to

President

Vice President

Treasurer

Website Editor

As well as General Committee Members

THANK YOU
Thank you to Janice Russell from Drawing for

the picture featured on the cover of giant Lilies. 

WELCOME
The Committee welcomes back Nilva Martini to

the Endeavour Committee and we look forward

to the support that she brings to Endeavour.

_________________________________________________

 
ENDEAVOUR AGM 2021 

cherie167@hotmail.com or 0410 404 351

_________________________________________________

IMPORTANT
COMMITTEE POSITIONS VACANT
There are four positions vacant on the

Endeavour Committee in 2021.  If you are

interested in one of these roles, please contact

Cherie Clover for further information -

cherie167@hotmail.com  Or if you would like to

join as a General Committee member, we would

love to have you on the Committee.

It is important to know that you will be fully
supported in these roles.

What's Happening
COMMITTEE NEWS

WEBSITE NEWS
With the help of Pam Furney, who is assisting

Head Office and the regions with website

improvements and enhancements, the site

continues to become streamlined, relevant and

cohesive.

The changes will continue to occur throughout

the year, with the aim of making it more user

friendly to members as well as to people

outside of U3A who search for the site.

https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-

u3a/regions/endeavour-southern/

________________________________________________

FACEBOOK UPDATE
Here we are in 2021 continuing to grow our

Facebook family. Thank you to everyone who

joined mid last year.  Using Facebook as a

social media tool is just another way that we

can share news, stories, pictures  and fun facts

with our Endeavour friends.

At the time of the December newsletter, we had  

141 members.  We have now grown to 156

members. The bar has been set high for 2021

and the goal is 200 members by the end of the

year. 

The Facebook Group is called: Sydney U3A

Endeavour Southern Region or you can copy the

link below:

www.facebook.com/groups/U3AEndeavourSout

hernRegion/
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HEAD OFFICE
SYDNEY U3A 33RD ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 
Date: Wednesday, March 24, 2021

Time: 11am (refer Central Newsletter for

details) 

Place: The Mitchell Theatre, Sydney Mechanic's

School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney

Election of Office Bearers
Financial members of Sydney U3A are eligible

for nomination and election.  Nominations are

now called for the positions of : President, Vice

President (Education), Vice President (Public

Relations), Treasurer, Secretary and

Administration Manager.  Nominations close 7

days prior to the date of the Annual General

Meeting on the form available on the U3A

website - www.sydneyu3a.org

The following members are eligible for re-

election and can be nominated for their current

office or another office:

President, Vice President Education, Treasurer

Secretary and Administration Manager.

Nominations for all positions are to be received

by the Secretary by 9am, Wednesday, March 17,

2021. 

_______________________________________________

What's Happening
COMMITTEE NEWS

Sharon Burke and Peter Bryant

Lorraine Hall and Christine Vanderlouw

Jennifer Edgar and Darien Jacobs

Janet Morgan and Laraine Bunt

Lynda Tuffy and Gillian Inglis 

Kim Duignan and Argy Kazanis

Lucy Surtandi and John Brooks

Ken Dransfield and Lili Culjkovic

Heather Sharman

FUN FACT
Did you know that Sydney U3A has had many

new members join in the last few weeks.  And

the Endeavour Region has 17 new members. 

A big welcome to our newest members: 

_________________________________________________

SUTHERLAND SHIRE LITERARY COMPETITION 
The Sutherland Shire Literary competition aims

to promote the diverse cultural heritage of the

Sutherland Shire whilst contributing to the rich

tradition of literary practice in Australia.

Entries Open: 9.00 am (AEDST) on Monday,

February 22, 2021.

Entries Close: 11.59 pm (AEST) on Monday, April

19, 2021.

The competition is open to individuals 18 years

and over who are Australian citizens or

permanent residents of Australia and living in

Australia on the day of entry. The 2018 and

2020 competitions attracted almost a thousand

entries from residents in every State and

Territory of Australia.   Please see the link

below for all details. 

http://www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Commu

nity/Library/Sutherland-Shire-Literary-

Competition
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