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News from the President
Hi Everyone,
What a year this has been. It is goodbye to 2020
and welcome 2021. I hope everyone has a
wonderful Christmas with family and friends and
then we look forward to the New Year and the
restarting of U3A. It will be a little easier but we
still have to be careful. I did a series of face-to-face
meetings from September at Mosman Art Gallery
with trepidation, I must admit but all went very
well. I am sure so many people just wanted to get
out, meet friends enjoy a cuppa and catch up with
people. Zoom is terrific but nothing beats meeting
our friends.
Continued over page . . .

Whist I have always been passionate
about education and Sydney U3A,
the more connection I have with our
loyal members, the stronger my
belief in our values become –
Sharing, Growing, Socialising and
Passion. Sydney U3A recognises and
celebrates the diversity that exists in
people of different backgrounds,
educational status and life
experiences. The outcome is an
organisation that provides low cost
continuing education to stimulate
mind and body all in a relaxed
environment that makes it easy to
meet and enjoy like-minded people
and to develop new friendships. We
actively promote humanistic values –
a rich, cultural diversity of
membership. It is one of our greatest
strengths and central to the U3A
ethos. Our members range in age
from the mid-50s through to early
100s from all walks of life. It is one.
And we offer a myriad of courses –
something for everybody. ~ Di Ekert

2021

Vale Dianne Ekert

~ Judy Harris, President, Sydney
U3A

On November 24, I received
the very sad news that Dianne
Ekert, U3A Vice President of
Public Relations had passed
away.

The Course Book for 2021 is
finalised and of course many
of our members agreed to
receive a PDF (on email) with
classes and events mostly
resuming the first week of
February. The Course Book or
email will go out around
January 15, so please check
the book and email when it
comes in or you can visit the
website at:
www.sydneyu3a.org
Bookings will be essential but
hopefully we should be back
to some form of normality, as
soon as the situation is okay fingers crossed. I would like to
thank Anne Richardson and
the Education team and the
Course Co-ordinators for
their hard work at this very
difficult time.

The Executive and Board of
Management were
devastated as she has done so
much for U3A over many
years and her knowledge was
amazing. Over the years
Dianne had been on so many
committees and attended
different classes and events,
and particularly collated and
edited our Newsletter “Stay
Connected” which has been a
vital communication to our
members at this difficult time.
I know Dianne received many
wonderful emails from our
members keeping them in
touch with what was
happening.

On behalf of our U3A members,
I have extended to her husband
John and family our sincere
condolences at this very sad
time. Dianne will be missed.
Rest In Peace, Dianne our
thoughts and prayers are with
you.
~ Judy Harris, President, Sydney
U3A

Vale Dianne Ekert
~ Warwick Mayne-Wilson, President, Eastern Region
Dianne Ekert was a great inspiration to me in
the way she did not allow her
physical/movement disabilities to deter her
from attending all important meetings. She
made a determined and incisive contribution not
only to the Board of Management of Sydney
U3A but to the promotion and publication of
Sydney U3A activities over a number of years.
She compiled and sent out great newsletters in
her role of Vice-President Publicity and
introduced Sydney U3A to a wider audience
through Facebook.

As President of the Eastern Region of which she
was an alert member, she supported me in
numerous ways about steps I proposed to take.
I always found her guidance constructive and
helpful – evidence of a keen intelligence blended
with sympathetic understanding. I, along with
many of my colleagues, will really miss her keen
mind and readiness to offer an alternative view in
what she really believed in. I’m sure it helped us to
arrive at balanced and considered decisions.

Vale Dianne Ekert
~ Grahame Marr, President,
Upper North Region
The Upper North Region
would like to express their
appreciation of Di’s
contribution to Sydney U3A
over a long period.

Any invitation to attend a function in our region was
accepted whenever possible, with advantage taken of any
opportunity to speak and thank leaders, committee
members and supporters. The challenge to attend events at
some distance from home was no deterrent.
We wish to pay a sincere tribute to her commitment and
involvement in U3A.

Di performed a variety of
roles, being on various
committees, keen to make
sure functions were carried
out in a methodical fashion.
Policies and Procedures were
to be properly formulated and
carried out. She was a staunch
supporter of education in the
Third Age. Social interaction
was stressed as an important
element of the organisation.
The Upper North Region was
very grateful for her support.

Vale Dianne Ekert
~ Barbara Boston, President March 2018 - 2020
I first met Dianne as the Chairperson of the 2018 Network NSW Conference when I was a
member of Sydney U3A Board of Management.
In March 2018 I was elected as President of Sydney U3A and Dianne was elected as Vice
President Education. During the three years we worked together we had several difficult
situations we needed to handle and Dianne's expertise in public relations were an enormous help
to me. I knew I could rely on her support at all times and we were able to work together to
further the work of Sydney U3A.
Dianne continued to make a contribution to our organisation as Vice President Public Relations.
She is greatly missed.

Christmas 2020

Membership Renewal

~ Ann O'Connor, Creative Writing,
Endeavour Region

Please remember to check the
RENEWAL DATE on your
membership card, bottom right hand
corner!

“Christmas comes but once a year
And when it comes it brings good cheer.”
But 2020 is COVID year
And with it comes our common fear.
No cakes and wine to family bear.
No parties with our friends to share.
Churches closed and altars bare.
Shock and sadness everywhere.
But in that stable far away
In time and distance gone astray,
His cot surrounded by bales of hay,
A tiny babe in blankets lay.

The annual membership fee is $75.00
which entitles you to attend any
course in any of the seven Sydney
regions. Renew online or,
alternatively, forms can be posted or
hand delivered to:
Sydney U3A
Central Office
Suite 10.2, St Martin’s Tower
31 Market Street
Sydney NSW 2000

His parents, poor but honest folk,
Kiss the babe and loving stroke.
Round the door the sheep’s heads poke,
Sniffing out the welcome smoke.
The tale is old, the story well known.
We’ve lived with it as we have grown.
Over the years its meaning sown
Into the fabric that we all own.
And now this year we must be strong
And walk the path both hard and long.
With welcome carol and holy song
We greet our friends and bring them along.
________________________________________________
Volunteer needed for 2021 as Editor of
“Stay Connected”. Due to the sad passing
of Dianne Ekert if there is a wonderful
person out there who has experience with
collating , compiling and editing a
Newsletter and could volunteer their time
and expertise to help out, it would be
appreciated. Please contact Judy Harris
on: president.sydneyu3a@gmail for
further details.

A mind that is stretched by a
new experience can never go
back to its old dimensions.
~ Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr

After returning to Sydney and
while having two pre-school
children I completed a
Diploma in Information
Technology.

Meet one of our
Volunteers
~ Dale Griffin
My name is Dale Griffin and I
am a relatively new member
of U3A having retired just
over two years ago. I live on
Sydney’s North Shore and I
have spent my career working
in various roles and across a
number of industries within
IT. I am currently helping out
with the programming and
support of some of the
programs used by Head
Office.
After I graduated from
Macquarie Uni with a Science
degree I travelled across
Africa to the UK where I
accepted a trainee
programmer position located
in London and where I lived
for three years.

I have been lucky to have
enjoyed a varied and
interesting career, having
worked both as a contractor
and as a staff member for a
number of government
agencies and Universities,
including Sydney University,
Macquarie and ACU.
My career focus has been on
application development and
support and I have
undertaken roles ranging from
programming, system
analysis, team leader and
project management. My last
role before retiring was at
Macquarie University as
Application Manager with a
focus on their Student
Administration System.

Since retiring I spend my time
playing bridge, playing golf and
travelling. I also attend some of
the U3A courses and I am really
enjoying the stimulation they
provide. I am looking forward to
ongoing engagement with U3A.
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