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STAY CONNECTED 

CENTRAL OFFICE NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 
Welcome back to Volume 15 of Stay Connected 
 

Hi all  
I’ve got lots of interesting info for you in this volume.  Don’t forget your feedback and any 
snippets.  vppr.sydneyu3@gmail.com  Enjoy 
 
Cheers 
Dianne Ekert   VP Public Relations 
Sydney U3A 
 

 
COURSES 
Regional Course Coordinators and their teams continue to work in the midst of much 
uncertainty and change to put together Semester 1 2021. 
 

Check out our website for details of Zoom and Face-to-Face for the remainder of 2020.   
Changes are happening and will continue to happen as we are forced to operate in our dynamic 
world.  Updates will be posted on the web ASAP.   www.sydneyu3a.org  
 
 

MORE LOVELY EMAILS FROM OUR LOYAL MEMBERS TO SHARE WITH YOU – REFLECTIVE 
OF MANY RECEIVED 
Dear Dianne and all the wonderful volunteers, 
You are doing a fantastic job in holding our treasured U3A together and in maintaining the 
means for our courses to continue and friendships and connections to endure.  
So, here’s a mighty vote of appreciation and thanks. 
Very best wishes, 
Margaret Marshall  
Thanks Margaret – we definitely have a treasured organization and treasured members such as 
you - Dianne 
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Re. Anita Spinks, a team leader for Endeavour "Open Minds Discussion  
Group" a group of approximately 20.   Since the Covit-19 cancellation, she  
took the excellent initiative and gave the group a topic  "Do we eat too  
much meat and its relation to Health, Environment and/or climate  
change"...our new topic as from today "After Coronavirus - the economy -  
growth or depression?, new activities, a different way of thinking  
etc". Instruction to reply - all by email.  This is Staying Connected and  
probably suitable for other discussion groups, and other courses to  
consider such as readers discussion groups, creative writers. 
Regards 
Sue Hart   
We do definitely Stay Connected and our leaders continue their dedication by demonstrating the true ethos of 
Sydney U3A .  Imagine the work involved for Anita.  A mega thank you Anita and a special thanks to Sue for letting us 
know – Our members appreciate - Dianne 

 

 
SCAMMERS AND HACKERS ARE OUT IN FORCE – BE CAREFUL 
Nasty emails are being received that threaten to tell untruths about recipients to everybody in 
the recipient’s contact list unless they respond.  According to the police, these are “fishing” 
emails. If you respond they can “hook” into your system.   Just ignore and delete.  The police 
tell us that during Covid-19 scammers and hackers has increased ten-fold. 
 

We have also received the following from one of our members: 
To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent 
sending or receiving certain types of file attachments.  Check your e-mail 
security settings to determine how attachments are handled. 
 
 
PEOPLE ATTENDING COURSES WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS & THE NEED FOR ALL LEADERS 
TO KEEP UP-TO-DATE LISTS 
 

We recently received a course attendance sheet for a group.  Out of 41 on list, only 16 were still 
members and 7 had never been members.  Old members were from as far back as 2014!    The 
leader has promised to update the sheet.   This is not an isolate case. 
 

There are several issues here:     

• Some of the names on the list are not still attending 

• Those who are non-members, if they are still attending, are keeping financial members 
from a place in the group – a big big no no 

• Sydney U3A is losing money if people attend courses without becoming a member 

• Non-members are only permitted to attend two sessions without joining Sydney U3A 
• Course attendance sheets are only valid for each semester, or if a shorter course at the 

conclusion of the course, at which time they must be returned to their Regional Course 
Coordinator or Membership Secretary. 

• Course attendees should not be automatically rolledover from semester to semester 
 
Therefore, we ask all leaders to send their attendance sheets to their Regional Course 
Coordinators or Regional Membership Secretaries for checking at the end of each semester or 
at the conclusion of a course if it is of a shorter duration. 
 
We ask all regions to notify their leaders accordingly as some leaders have indicated that they 
did not know of the requirement.  Our leaders/booking secretaries do a magnificent job and 
need to be kept fully informed.  If members attend courses across regions Lynda Cronshaw, 
Administration Manager has indicated that she is only too willing to assist regions if required. 
 
 



 

MEET SOME MORE OF OUR “BEHIND THE SCENES” VOLUNTEERS 
 

As our “Meet the Volunteers is popular with our members, in this volume we meet not one, but two of our 
long-term volunteers who do a remarkable job for Sydney U3A, Floyd and Gary.    Floyd who has an IT 
background, looks after the phones and the office computers and Gary is a Central Office volunteer with 
a background in accountancy. 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                          
 

 
 

       FLOYD WITH HIS “TRADEMARK”  
                          RED BRACERS 
 
 
 
Red braces!  Red is also the colour of the heart, 
so red braces indicates a caring, loving person 
(Google) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My name is Ian Patterson but I have been 
called Floyd since Floyd Patterson won the 
world Heavyweight Boxing Championship, 
lost it then won it back again, a feat that 
coincided with my one and only 
schoolyard fight. (Both of us retired hurt 
and hurt even more when we were caned 
for unseemly behaviour.) 
 

After a messy post-secondary period, I 
trained as a teacher at ASOPA (Google it) 
and taught for three years in Papua New 
Guinea. On return to Oz, my wife and I 
found our teacher qualifications were no 
longer sufficient to teach at high school, so 
we took it in turns to upgrade them at ANU 
in Canberra. We lived in Queanbeyan 
temporarily, a situation that lasted 38 years. 
 

A seeming lifetime later, when I grew tired 
of previous students calling back to see me 
and taunt me with their salaries far in 
excess of mine, I left teaching and took a 
position at Parliament House, that great 
cruise ship on the hill, in an IT position. 
(Very comfortable, an IT position). And so, 
another lifetime passed. 
 

Some madness took over us when we 
retired and we lived in the UK for a year, in 
Reading, which is about as far West of 
London as Emu Plains is from Sydney (EP is 
where we now reside). Loved the time over 
there but very glad to be home, especially 
now. 
 

I started helping with the U3A Head Office 
computer systems about 5 years ago. My 
colleagues when I started were extremely 
helpful, showing me where everything was, 
and what the passwords were, then asked 
if I had all that. I said yes, whereupon they 
suddenly pointed out the window, crying 
“Look at that”.  I looked, and when I turned 
back, they had gone.  
 

So, if anyone would like to join me at Head 
Office, I can show them where everything 
is, and what the passwords are, and which 
window ..... 
 

Cheer  Floyd 
PS: thanks to Stan Yan, Ross Wilson, Ian 
Keith and Stephen Cooper who continue 
to help pick things up when I can’t (and 

who didn’t really just disappear ….) 

 



 
 
 
 
 

                                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hi, I’m Gary and I have been working as 
a volunteer in an administrative capacity 
at the Sydney U3A head office for a 
number of years.  

I enjoy working with other office 
volunteers who report to the Office 
Manager Lynda Cronshaw. I also enjoy 
helping members with queries about 
their membership.   At times we are 
extremely busy with little time to chat, 
other times it is quieter and we can 
discuss what is going on in the world 
and common interests 
As an office volunteer we complete the 
following tasks 

• Assist members and potential 
members with all types of 
information. 

• Attend to emails. 

• Answer telephone enquiries and 
follow up on telephone 
messages.  

• Print membership and 
replacement cards for new and 
renewing members.  

• Input new member and 
renewing members payment 
details.  

• Produce a daily bank 
reconciliation and bank deposit 
form. 

Whilst volunteering two years ago, I met 
up with an old friend who I had not seen 
in over 30 years. We now catch up on a 
regular basis for dinner and recently 
enjoyed a short holiday together with 
our families at the Hunter Valley.  
My great pleasures in life are travelling 
to exotic destinations, kayaking, 
bushwalking, fishing, current affairs and 
going out for coffee or dinner with family 
and friends. I also enjoy entertaining my 
cat Hendrix. 

I enjoy attending Sydney U3A discussion 
groups and U3A visits to places of 

interest such as the Sydney Great 
Synagogue, Government House etc 
Hopefully the Covid-19 monster will 
be behind us soon and things will 
get back to normal for our members. 
 

GARY AND THE GLAMOROUS 
PUSS NAMED HENDRIX 



FROM ROBIN UPCROFT, ENDEAVOUR REGION 

Our fun friendly group of budding artists from the U3A Art for Appreciation group enjoyed our 
recent visit to the Hazelhurst Gallery at Gymea to see the latest Art Deco Exhibition and Doreen 
Kellett, our group leader, surprised and delighted us all with her beautiful Art Deco outfit.  

 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT METHODS 
0n-line www.sydneyu3a.org (credit/debit card/PayPal) 
Cheque payable to Sydney U3A Inc mailed to Suite 10.2, 31 Market St Sydney 2000 
Bank Transfer  Sydney U3A - St George Bank – BSB 112879 Acct No 424522654 
Credit Card (not AMEX or Diners) - Phone the office 9267 9056 

 

          SHARING       GROWING      SOCIALISING        PASSION 

SYDNEY U3A CREDOS 
                                           
 

Sydney U3A Inc 
ABN 32 251 810 797 

 

Suite 10.2, St Martin’s Tower, 31 Market Street Sydney   NSW   2000 
mail@sydneyu3a.org      sydneyu3a.org     9267 9056 

facebook.com/sydneyu3a 
 

STAY CONNECTED Volume 15 Issued October 21 2020 
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Feedback welcome to vppr.sydneyu3a@gmail.com 
 

Visit our Facebook Page – like, share and follow 

https://www.facebook.com/sydneyu3a 
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