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U3A ENDEAVOUR

SOUTHERN REGION

NEWSLETTER
Updates and news from Committee Members, Course Leaders and Members

The Spring Edition
"SPRING" ~ ANN O'CONNER, CREATIVE WRITING

The maiden came and so did spring,
Where she went the birds did sing.
What she touched was turned bright green,
And where she went young spring was seen.

The great north wind did cease to blow,
The trees to spring did bow so low,
To make an arch the trees did lean,
And where she went young spring was seen.

The daffodils had grown so high
They seemed to reach up to the sky, 
And claw down lumps of blue to clean
For where she went young spring was seen.

A carpet of green beneath her feet,
Her hair was gold, her dress so neat,
Her skin was soft, her face serene,
And where she went young spring was seen.
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Course Co-ordinator News

From the Big Smoke to the 20-
Minute City, Jack Bell

Poem - Cast Off, Ruth Gordon

Meet Ted Watson

What Some Leaders Are Up To

What's Happening

I entered this poem in the Saint John Ambulance Cadets annual competition in 1951 in England.  It won first prize
and I was rewarded with a place on the island opposite Buckingham Palace for the Queen’s Coronation. My
schoolfriend had won third place in the Music competition so was also there to see the procession leaving the palace
and then returning a few hours later. It was a magical day and we have never forgotten it.



Cronulla School of Arts – upstairs activity

room (12 maximum) and theatrette (20

maximum). (Please note that the lift has a

maximum of 2 people at a time and we have

been requested not to use the kitchen

facilities.)

Gymea Community Hall – large hall (43

maximum) and small hall (17 maximum).

Cronulla Community Hall – Meeting Room 1

(12 maximum) and Lecture Room (20

maximum). 

A course book form was sent in August to each

Leader for Semester 1 in 2021. Over 75% have

returned their forms and we are busy preparing

the first draft of this course book.

Face-to-face classes began on the 1st of

September at the following venues:

Course Co-ordinator News
~ JIM SLOAN

The Sutherland Library,

Hurstville Library

Oatley Library

San Souci Library

Jannali Uniting Church.

Private homes with courses.

The following venues are not available yet for

face-to-face classes:
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French Intermediate Speakers
Leader and Bookings, Susan Molloy-
Johnson
Cronulla Cummunity Hall
9546 5170

Brain Games
Leader and Bookings, Denis Paulin
Cronulla School of Arts
0438 594 206

Open Minds
Leader and Bookings, Anita Spinks
Cronulla School of Arts
0423 532 582

Film Appreciation and Discussion
Leader and Bookings, Anita Spinks
Cronulla School of Arts
0423 532 582

Armchair Travellers
Leader and Bookings, Kate Churcher
Cronulla School of Arts
9523 6990

At the Cinema
Leader and Bookings, Robert Englund
Cronulla School of Arts
8521 7540

Art History
A small group of members
Cronulla School of Arts
9502 4420

Poetry is Alive
Leader and Bookings, Elizabeth
Peters
Cronulla School of Arts
0466 893 747

Discovering Art
Leader, Margaret Wilkes
Gymea Community Hall
Bookings, Marie Paterson
9524 0279

Drawing
Leader, Janice Russell
Gymea Community Hall
Bookings, Pam McGrath
9524 4346

Middle Eastern Dancing
Leader, Faye Green
Gymea Community Hall
Bookings, Wendy Lobwein
9527 4696

Current face-to-face classes (more to come soon)



"The next Tuesday Zoom talk will be held on

Tuesday, 29th of September at 10:30am.

Ross Bell has agreed to host this meeting for

me as I will be away. Details on the speaker

and topic will be advised soon". ~ Jim Sloan

ZOOM TALK: At the last Zoom presentation on

Tuesday, August 25, 2020, the speakers were

Pam Forbes and Greg Jackson, who are

archaeologists and volunteer speakers for the

Maritime Museum.

During the Zoom presentation, Pam and Greg, 

archaeologists from the ANMM, happily passed

on the interesting history of Sydney’s 

development of pleasure grounds.  And there

were many dotted along the Georges River

from Botany, west to Parkesvale and Lugarno.

The Georges River was a popular place for

Sydneysiders to spend time, and each one

offered a variety of attractions.  At that time a

small fee would be charged to enter the

grounds.  Some offered boating, fishing,

walking and even camping, following the style

of Victorian England pleasure grounds. 

Pleasure Grounds of the Georges River
~ PAM FORBES AND GREG JACKSON

Did you know that between 1838 and

1902, swimming during the day was declared

an illegal activity by New South Wales

authorities, for fear that it raised morality

concerns?

Accessibility was a big concern.  One could sail

or row to the north side of the river until the

arrival of the train circa 1880s but World War I

foreshadowed the end of that style of pleasure

ground, with motor cars able to travel further

more quickly and with the easing of public

accessibility to river shores.

- Sue MacDonald
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A galaxy of wrinkled crones join in macabre

fun.

Spellbound by the guillotine, these knitters in

the sun.

Clickety-click, clickety-click, ghoulish laughter

peals,

As horse-drawn laden carts roll by and

prisoners’ fates it seals.

Knit one, pearl one, spectators watch with glee

The blood of royal families flow to set the

masses free.

Needles flash in harmony as tensions rise to

peak.

Judgement falls indiscriminately on the

arrogant and the meek.

Some stand erect and pray to God – there is no

place to run. Some cry and beg, each number

counted by the knitters in the sun.

Fingers pause, drum rolls beat, breath

momentarily suspended.

Then joyous release, knit one, pearl one. 

Hatred is expended.

Cast Off
~ RUTH MORGAN, WRITING CREATIVELY
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"Its lack of stress and the biggest question

to be answered daily - whether to have red

or white with lunch."

Amazing Adelaide situated on the Kaurna Plain

between the sea and the hills.  The city of

churches with its Mediterranean climate.  What

a wonderful place to visit and live.  I would

describe it as the 20-minute town.  Unlike

Sydney which has been described as the two-

hour town, there is nowhere in Adelaide that is

20 minutes from anywhere else.  I have been

here for eight months now and am still

discovering its hidden secrets from the Comedy

Festival in February to its wonderful food and

award-winning wine. There is nothing better

than a walk-through history along North

Terrace past the Museum, Library, Universities

of both Adelaide and South Australia through

the Botanical Gardens and on to the National

Wine Centre for a colourful lunch. 

From the big smoke to the 20-minute town
~ JACK BELL, ARMCHAIR TRAVELLERS, AUSTRALIAN HISTORY AND DISCUSSION GROUP

They are some of the advantages of visiting but

in fairness I also need to list some of the things

you can’t find here.  There are no stress, traffic

jams, toll roads, Rugby League or Nat’s and no

charge for seniors on public transport outside

peak hours. The AFL has been reduced to a

two-team competition to make it easier to

understand or ignore altogether. In summer it

is the uncrowded beaches that are the major

attraction, while the Adelaide winter attracts

visitors to the Hills.  Travelling in South

Australia is somewhat of a problem.  While

there are numerous beauty spots to be visited

from rugged coastal views to the picturesque

desert, they all require driving through some of

the world’s best grape growing areas to get

there.  This seems to add days to the travel

time. I hope to see you all in paradise soon. 
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Spring Time Flowers and Gardens



"A big thanks to ShireSketchers for sharing their

beautiful sketches from a recent outing -

pictured left. They continue to go out sketching

every week - recently at Como historical stairs,

over the mangroves, sketching away for two

hours. Like many of the Endeavour classes,

they remain connected by meeting outdoors

and they share their art lessons and feedback

via Pinterest".

Pictured below are the ShireSketchers recently

at Woronora Memorial Park.

- Peggy Annabel, ShireSketchers
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The members of At the Cinema continue to stay

connected.  One of our members kindly sent

this picture in, while watching Dirk Bogarde in

Victim via Zoom on her TV - yes, that’s me in the

corner.

The group is excited to resume our physical

presence meetings at the Cronulla School of

Arts on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each

month.  It will be great to meet even under

the Cover-19 restrictions.  See page 8 for an
update.

- Robert Englund, At the Cinema

From the Leaders
AT THE CINEMA AND SHIRESKETCHERS



A big thank you to Robert Englund for

recommencing  At The Cinema. It was great to

be back at the Cronulla School of Arts with our

group. As always, an interesting and thought

provoking film, made in 1963, the year I was

married. Some of us celebrated by lunching at

Cronulla RSL prior to the movie.  Please contact

Robert Englund if you are on the list and can’t

attend any session.

- Carolyn Davis, At The Cinema

From the Leaders
~ AT THE CINEMA AND MEDITATION

We were so happy to be together in person

again, as we have been meeting via Zoom.

Everyone in this group fits together so well and

are so supportive of each other.  I am very

blessed to be with these ladies.

- Anna Winter, Meditation
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"It's great news that

some classes have

started to resume, with

more to follow soon".



Armchair Travellers in the Endeavour Region

currently has 37 members  who meet on

1st and 3rd Wednesdays in the Cronulla School

of Arts, excepting  the school holidays. We

come together with the common interest of

sharing our travel experiences.

Armchair Travellers last met in the Cronulla

School of Arts on 4th March before the COVID-

19 Pandemic restrictions were enacted and we

could not access The Cronulla School of

Arts. On that day we enjoyed a presentation

about a trip in Transylvania and The Balkans by

Michael D’Arcy. 

During the Lockdown, in an effort to stay

“connected”, members were invited to

contribute  favourite travel photos. In May and

again in June, two beautiful “albums” were

created by Cherie Clover and shared with the

members. 

In July, being prompted the increasing use of

Zoom by U3A members in the Endeavour

Region, I surveyed our members to ascertain

their interest in returning to face-to-face when

it was authorised and whether they would be

interested in using the Zoom format for

Armchair Travellers in the meantime. 

While the vast majority preferred the face-to-

face format in the Cronulla School of Arts,

interest was shown in participating in Zoom

meetings until things are back to normal.

From the Leaders
~ ARMCHAIR TRAVELLERS DURING "LOCKDOWN" TIME

Our next Zoom meeting was on 19th August

and we enjoyed a presentation by Bill Leach

covering  a wonderful tour of Spain. There

were 23 participants.

And on 2nd September, Brian Nixon presented

“A Londoner's London” and “Day Trips from

London” and we had 19 participants.

Now that the Cronulla School of Arts has been

reopened and Armchair Travellers will meet

there again on 16th September. The

presentation on that day will be “Charms and

Comforts of the Deep South of America” by

Anne Williams.

As we have a small group of members within

Armchair Travellers which are not ready to go

back to the Cronulla School of Arts at this stage

(including myself), I am going to continue to

host a Zoom meeting at our regular Armchair

Travellers' time slot for those members and as

an alternative for those people who cannot

attend Cronulla on the day until things are back

to normal.

To clarify, when members attend the Cronulla

School of Arts, they will have a different

presentation from those people on Zoom.

All Armchair Travellers members will have to

take responsibility for following all the COVID-

19 Guidelines set out by the Cronulla School of

Arts and by U3A.

As Leader of Armchair Travellers, I will monitor

 these arrangements and see how they work.

- Kate Churcher, Armchair Travellers
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"As a beginner with Zoom and with hosting, I

did the first presentation of my 2019 tour of

The KIMBERLEY on 5th August and we had 16

participants".
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DON'T FORGET: The Art of Ageing is a photographic exhibition at the Sutherland Library and is free.

It challenges out-dated perceptions of ageing by celebrating the value, experience and contribution

older people bring to society. The 2020 exhibition comprises of 24 images taken by talented NSW

photographers. Each photograph is accompanied by a short story highlighting the subject's

experiences and reflections on ageing. Accomplished and unconventional perhaps best describes

the many diverse individuals in this exhibition. Let them inspire you to live life to the fullest!

Finishes: Friday, September 25, 2020 at 6:00pm

Five enthusiastic motorcyclists headed into

NSW in July visiting Nyngan, Lightning

Ridge, Glen Innes, Bellingen, Gunnedah

and Gloucester.  In all, a total of 3,200kms.

The original plan was to cross the border

and head towards the Ord River and

Kununurra in the Kimberley Region, but

this will have to wait for another time.

On the Road in Northern New South Wales
~ DENIS PAULIN, BRAIN GAMES AND DISCUSSION GROUP

"These pictures show some

of the amazing sites we

visited.  All right in our

own backyard of NSW".



I was born in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia and

spent my early teenage years at country high

schools and working on farms during holidays,

before joining the Bank of NSW (Westpac). 

Over the next 44 years I worked at branches in

W.A., Fiji, Papua-New Guinea, Tasmania and

finally Sydney, rising through the ranks to

Senior Manager.  Post-retirement, I worked

with the Australian Tax Office for 4 years to

assist with the introduction/implementation of

the new GST, retiring again in 2004.

In 2005 I joined Endeavour U3A, and my third

“career' started with election to the Regional

Committee in 2008 and appointment as

Regional Course Co-ordinator, which involved

the preparation of 23 course books prior to my

final retirement in 2019.  I thoroughly enjoyed

my time on the committee and acknowledge

that we have been extremely fortunate with the

calibre of our committee members and the

excellent contribution of the various course

leaders during our 30 years in this region.

I have been actively involved in a number of

U3A courses: poetry, Shakespeare discussions,

play-reading, choir and the many creative

thinking/singing courses so successfully led by

Henry Collins.  I have also organised many

additional 'one off' presentations.

Meet
TED WATSON
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"My objective was always to

promote the focus of U3A

by finding courses that

were intellectually

stimulating and involved

active social interaction".



"The Committee wishes to

give a heartfelt thanks to

our retiring Committee

Members."

The Committee wishes to give a heartfelt

thanks to our retiring Committee Members: 

President: Margaret Durie

Website Editor: Sue MacDonald 

Vice President: Margaret Kingston

Margaret, your role as President over the past

10 months has presented you with many

challenges which you managed so competently.

We have found it a pleasure working with you

and recognise the huge hours you put into your

role each month. You were always friendly, a

good communicator and an excellent

representative on the Sydney U3A Board of

Management. Your care and attention to detail,

planning expertise and speaking skills have

been a real asset to our organisation.

 

Sue, your role as the Website Editor has been

demanding, but you have done a wonderful job

in managing our website over the past three

years. You have kept the website informative

and up to date with numerous monthly articles

and course reports. You have always worked

responsively and proactively. We appreciate

your offer to help with the transition to a new

Website Editor. 

What's Happening
ENDEAVOUR COMMITTEE NEWS

Margaret, your role as Vice President has been

really appreciated. After serving Endeavour

enthusiastically and well for many years as the

Publicity & Marketing Officer, we really valued

it when you took up the position of Vice

President ten months ago. Your deep

knowledge of our local region has been very

helpful to our newer Committee Members.

The time and effort each of you has put into

our committee has been highly regarded by all

of us, especially the trying circumstances we

have been dealing with these past few months.

We all wish you the very best in whatever you

take on next.

- Jim Sloan
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REMINDER
Don't forget to read the latest edition of

the STAY CONNECTED Central Office

Newsletter. You can find this in your emails

dated August 27. It is filled with lots of good

and important news.

________________________________________________

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/groups/U3AEndeavourSout

hernRegion/

"I love seeing the news stories/comments on this

page as it has a personal touch & to learn more

about the U3A Endeavour members in our area.".

- Chris Jenkins

______________________________________________________

NEWSLETTER
If you have a story that you would like to share

with Endeavour members, please forward by

email to: cherie167@hotmail.com

What's Happening
NEWS

COMMITTEE VACANCY
Treasurer

In light of Denis Miller's announcement, U3A

Endeavour is seeking anyone with a financial

background to take on the Treasurer's position.

Denis has offered his full support up to the
AGM and afterwards.
If you are interested or have any questions

regarding the role, please contact Cherie Clover

at: cherie167@hotmail.com

________________________________________________

THANK YOU
A big thank you to the members who kindly

sent in pictures for the Spring edition:

Barbara Adams, Anne Williams, Carolyn Davis,

Carol Cook, Barbara Quinlan, Kate Moore,

Maggie Morris and myself (Cherie Clover).  A

wider selection of flowers are shown on

Facebook.
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"Check out the new Sydney U3A video on

their Facebook page -

https://www.facebook.com/sydneyu3a or on

their website https://www.sydneyu3a.org. Or

you can YouTube it. This video provides the

opportunity of alerting a huge audience to

Sydney U3A."

http://www.facebook.com/groups/U3AEndeavourSouthernRegion/
http://hotmail.com/
http://hotmail.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sydneyu3a
https://www.sydneyu3a.org/

