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Dear Members,

While it has been a frustrating time for all of us and it

would seem that this ‘holding pattern’ is never ending,

we are all working hard behind the scenes to restore our

beloved U3A Endeavour to normal operation in the

very near future.

It has been difficult to predict with near certainty the

return to classes in our usual venues but we are on that

threshold now and news will be coming to you and

good news at that, very soon.

We have very good and hard working committee

members who have kept you involved and in touch as

much as possible while working hard in trying

circumstances to keep the cogs turning. My thanks

extends to all of them for an amazing effort.

Also a big thank you to all of you out there who are

keeping faith with U3A Endeavour and I look forward

to personally meeting with you in the very near future.

Margaret Durie

President

U3A Endeavour (Southern)

Updates and news from Committee Members, Course Leaders and Members
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CONTACT DETAILS:

Secretary: Cherie Clover

Email: cherie167@hotmail.com

Website Editor: Suzanne MacDonald

Website: 

https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-

u3a/regions/endeavour-southern/

http://hotmail.com/
https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-%20u3a/regions/endeavour-southern/
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Course Co-ordinator's
Report

Course Update and Return to Class

A coursebook for semester 1, 2021 will be published – the first since the Covid shutdown. In

early August, I will send out a form to each of the course leaders for inclusion in the

coursebook.

The current semester can now begin face-to-face classes between now and the 1st of

September.  The venues are opening for classes in Sutherland and the St George area.  Head

Office has prepared a sensible Covid-19 Safe Plan which has been submitted and accepted by

each of our landlords.  All course leaders will need to familiarise themselves with our Covid

plan and follow it for their face-to-face meetings. 

The face-to-face courses will not be an option for all our course leaders due to the size

limitations with previous venues.  There will also be a number that will continue being

delivered via Zoom. 

I will be contacting all course leaders this week and will also hold a discussion via a Zoom

meeting this Thursday morning, 16 July at 10 am. They will receive an invite for the meeting.

Monthly Tuesday Talks

Based on the success of the 5th Tuesday talk (the 1942 Midget Submarine attacks on Sydney

harbour) via Zoom on the 30th June, I will start holding a regular talk on the last Tuesday of

each month.

The next talk is about “Living with a Disability”.  It will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, the

28th of July at 10am.  The speakers are Mimi Laurilla (Speakers Bank Coordinator) and Brian

Caccianiga.  Mimi will talk about her organisation and its programs while Brian will share

some insights around his lived experience and some of the current issues and debates

around NDIS and advocacy. 

Speakers Bank is a volunteer and advocacy program of annecto Inc, an organisation that

provide day and community services for people with disabilities, whilst also providing aged

care packages for older people. annecto is Melbourne-based, but have set up offices in

Sydney, QLD and ACT in the last two years.  Members of Speakers Bank are people with

disabilities, older people and carers who use public speaking as a way of connecting with the

community.  They use the power of their stories to help raise awareness of issues around

disability and ageing.

Jim Sloan

Course Co-ordinator
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Swimming with
Whale Sharks
Coronavirus! State borders are opening up and

what better place to enjoy than north-western

Australia.

Quick flight to Perth.  Overnight.  Then flew to

the Pilbara and rented a car to get around.  Stayed

at a motel near the former `Little America’

military base of WWII.  Only a short drive into

Exmouth and also the nearby Harold E. Holt

Naval Communication Station.

I’d booked for two days diving with the whale

sharks.  Several cruisers took part accompanied by

a spotter plane - but first a snorkel dive on the

reef to swim with the Manta Rays and view giant

clams etc.

Then the whale sharks – two snorkel dives. 

 Spotter plane advises their location.  Cruisers get

ahead of them and in we’d go.  The whale shark

comes out of the gloom and we swim slightly

aside to let it pass, no closer than the legal three

metre limit.  Lunch is provided on the cruiser. 

Two days later, off again.  Same format.  Only one

dive sighting, but a whale shark calf stayed near

our boat at lunch.  Second sighting that day was

only shadow forms.  One shape looked a bit

different; our guide agreed.  We had seen a Tiger

Shark feasting on a turtle earlier that day.

Spent lay days in Exmouth sightseeing and

gorging myself on a large variety of delicious

prawns from the local Fishermen’s Co-op and a

delicious crispy softshell crab meal at Whalers

Restaurant. Yum!!!

All good thing must come to an end . .  . but not

for me.  On a plane for the next part of my

journey – the dolphins of Monkey Mia.

Michael Darcy, Armchair Travellers

News from the
Webdesk
The first Zoom 5th Tuesday lecture,

JAPANESE MIDGET SUBMARINE ATTACK ON

SYDNEY HARBOUR - May 1942, was very

successful and you can read a precis on the

website as  well as in this issue, including

recommended further reading.

There are also lots of interesting insights into

what members have been up to. Go have a

look and keep sending in your contributions!

- Suzanne MacDonald, Website Editor

https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-

u3a/regions/endeavour-southern/

The  link below is to the recent Travel Presentation.
Copy and paste into your browser.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAD_Naz0y_Y/
EarZSkU3LcbBvHtoC6oTcA/view?
utm_content=DAD_Naz0y_Y&utm_campaign=
designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=p
ublishsharelink

https://sydneyu3a.org/sydney-%20u3a/regions/endeavour-southern/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAD_Naz0y_Y/EarZSkU3LcbBvHtoC6oTcA/view?utm_content=DAD_Naz0y_Y&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
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VIRTUAL TOURING IN
OUTBACK
QUEENSLAND

Sketchers are hard to stop even with a pandemic

lockdown. The sketch group normally has a lesson

and then on Saturday we sketch ‘plein aire’.  When

the lockdown happened our leader, Peggy, cleverly

made part of our Pinterest page a “classroom” and

we carried on with our lessons.  We put our work

onto our classroom “board” and were able to

encourage and help each other with comments. This

was very successful and we definitely improved our

skills.  In addition, she convinced an artist / art

teacher to critique our work. This was all very

successful.  As time went by and normality still

seemed a long way away, I set up a virtual sketching

tour of outback Queensland to take the place of our

Saturday sketching in Sutherland Shire.

I provided the route and some photographs and we

sketched as we travelled!  Starting in Townsville we

drove west via Charters Towers, Cloncurry, Mt Isa

and returned to the coast at Rockhampton via places

like Winton and Longreach.

We sketched landscapes of semi-desert cattle

country and captured the beauty of outback

buildings.

There were mining, fossils and history to catch our interest too.  We rediscovered photos of

previous trips and used them to draw from.  Some of us boldly went off the route to explore as

well!  None of us got lost!  I followed up with a quick tour of the Flinders in South Australia and

the wonderful colours of the landscapes there really captured our interest resulting in some

really lovely work.

Using photographs is certainly not as good as drawing from real life but it proved to be a fun

alternative in the circumstances. Carol Cook, ShireSketchers
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Japanese Attack on Sydney
Harbour in 1942
Endeavour’s first-ever Zoom 5th Tuesday presentation was held on June 30 and it went ahead

without a hitch.

Our Guest Speaker was Gillian Lewis, from the Australian National Maritime Museum.  Gillian is

an extremely knowledgeable speaker on maritime matters and gave 32 attendees a detailed

picture of the events around this World War 2 attack.  We learned of the lack of real defence

mechanisms, failure of alert systems, lack of communication within our services and to the

public as well as eventual outcomes. Incredibly, some members of the public even gathered on

the harbour shores to see what the noise was about!

If you would like to learn more, Gillian recommends Peter Grose’s book “A Very Rude

Awakening”, or you could join the ANMM for access to their various exhibitions covering a wide

range of topics, throughout the year.  Another place to visit if in Canberra is of course the

Australian War Museum.

Many thanks to Gillian for her presentation and big thanks also to Jim Sloan for his detailed work

in setting it all up, coaching many in the use of Zoom and hosting on the day.  Everyone felt that

it was a huge success and worth doing again!

Jim would welcome suggestions for future Zoom presentations.  Please email Jim with details on :

jsloan@sloan.id.au

And if you want to join ANMM, email Jim on that address.

Watch this space for the details on upcoming Zoom talks.

Singing for Fun continues to enjoy both virtual

social contact and singing via Skype.  Our

online classes are held weekly, with alternate

weeks devoted to chat and member

presentations on a musical artist of their choice

and the other week focusing on uploaded song

videos with the lyrics attached. There are also

"Theme Weeks", this week being Canada Day

and a tribute to Vera Lynn and an upcoming

Bastille Day with French songs.  With the slight

relaxation of Covid restrictions, members are

also meeting this month for a Musical

Christmas in July luncheon. Barbara Adams,

Singing for Fun

ALWAYS SINGING,
ALWAYS FUN

Even the pets get in on the act

http://sloan.id.au/
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MEET
Robert Englund
Julie and I joined U3A over 20 years ago in

Canberra.We participated in several short

courses and joined a Shakespeare reading

group.

Most of our children had moved to Sydney

and, wanting to be closer to them and their

growing families, we followed.  We settled

in Caringbah 11 years ago after 39 years in

Canberra.

Jean Singleton-Turner was then leading a

Shakespearean reading group, but it was

full.  However, with Jean’s generous support,

I started a second group.  This ran for 17

semesters.I also gave Shakespeare talks at

other venues.

After Shakespeare I began At The Cinema.

We view and discuss films with a common

theme e.g. a specific actor/director, subject

matter, etc.  In this our 5th semester we are

enjoying the films of Dirk Bogarde.

Our primary interest continues to be family,

followed by travel.  With family not only

here, but in the UK and Canada, we have

plenty of reasons to travel.

My pastimes include golf, reading, TV

viewing, puzzling over Killer Sudoku and

supporting South Sydney.

Perhaps you might join us At The Cinema.

After Bogarde I intend to explore the films

of Katharine Hepburn and director/writer

Billy Wilder.

At the Cinema this last semester the subject was

the career of English actor Dirk Bogarde.

COVID-19 interrupted us at the point in our

coverage of Bogarde’s career where he had

become known as The King of the Odeons-such

was his drawing power at the UK box office.

However, after some 30 films, he wanted more

serious roles. Also, his attempts to make it in the

US had not been satisfactory. 

In 1961, he was offered the starring role in a

controversial film. Jack Hawkins, James Mason

and Stewart Granger had all turned down the

role. Bogarde’s agent warned him that if he went

ahead with this he would never again be asked to

play the type of role that had made him so

popular. Bogarde made the film. Why was it

such a dangerous career choice? Well, find out by

joining us when At the Cinema resumes, and 

watch Victim.

Robert Englund, At the Cinema

At the Cinema
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Waiting for my child to return, head bowed

Broken shoulder, slipping on the snow

Driving and driving, till time is slowed

Closer, nearer through the cloud

Hospital is coming but still a way to go

Waiting for my child to return, head bowed

On the highway as the traffic flowed

Praying for relief, with pain the foe

Driving, driving on till time is slowed

Pushing, pushing through the crowd

Fighting for some help. ‘Oh please bestow’

Waiting for my child to return, head bowed

Not long now for hope to be allowed

Treating, fixing, curing, only they know how

Driving, driving on, till time is slowed

A beautiful boy to whom a life is owed

With a new chance happily grow

Waiting for my child to return, head bowed

Driving, driving, till time is slowed.

Joy Bye, Poetry is Alive

HOPE 

Watch on Youtube, on your computer, iPad or
iPhone.  Especially great on your big screen at home
if you have a Smart TV.  Each full-length production
will be available for a limited time only.

https://youtu.be/cs3tLlncJQk

Coppélia (Saint-Léon)
Thursday, 9 July - Thursday, 23 July

Spartacus (Jervies and Seregi)
Thursday,  23 July - Thursday, 6 August

The Merry Widow (Hynd after Lehár)
Thursday, 6 August - Thursday, 20 August

AUSTRALIAN BALLET 2020 Digital Season

https://youtu.be/cs3tLlncJQk
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The New St. George
Sub-Committee

We came up with quite a number of venues in

both districts that meet our needs, with times,

dates, costs, parking or public transport close

by, tables, chairs, whiteboards, monitors, tea

making facilities and locked cupboards etc.

We also looked into venues that were not

managed by Council e.g church halls.

A spreadsheet was suggested with places and

days and times available for Leaders to see, on

a notice board where they could then choose

where they may like to teach a class.

Stay tuned . . .

As requested by the President at the last

Committee Meeting, a few current members

were asked to look into raising more awereness

of what we do among those who live in the St.

George area, which is part of Endeavour U3A,

and encouraging them to join classes.  The sub-

committee ~ consisting of Anna Winter, Bill

Leach, Anne Williams, along with one of the

Leaders, Rosemary De Gabriele from Cryptic

Crosswords and Bill’s wife, Eleanor Leach ~ is

working as a group to brainstorm. We agreed

that we need to get the U3A name out there.

Advertising U3A is a must. We need more

Leaders and we need to be able to offer them

places to hold their classes. We realise in this

current COVID situation that this may not be

able to happen right now, but we have looked

to the future and researched both Bayside and

Georges River Councils, as to the availability of

venues to hold classes when we can.

Dancing In The Carpark
During Covid 19 - some of our Middle Eastern Dance

group were literally dancing in the street.  Faye set

up her music on a table in the carpark and we all

enjoyed the get together and the fun and the

exercise.  We had lots of looks from passer byes and

lots of smiles and applause, as well.  Just so nice to

meet up with our wonderful talented dancers - led

by Faye.  As you can see we practised our social

distancing.

Looking forward to see what other groups have been

doing.  Stay safe.

Wendy Lobwein, Middle Eastern Dancing
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Vale Beverley
Theodore
The sad news is that Beverley passed away on

Sunday the 5th July at Calvary Hospital.  Beverley

was the Leader of the U3A Art History Class for

many years, I had the position of her class secretary

for a few years which enabled me to come to know

her quite well.  She was always smiling and full of

enthusiasm for what ever artist she was going to

teach us about.  We learnt a lot about various artists

we had never heard of plus some wonderful DVDs

she bought along which she paid for herself.  We

were introduced to Waldemar Jarsufzczak and his

Art History Collection which we had many a happy

time watching.  Beverley will be very much missed

not only by her family but also her Art History

family.  All of U3A Endeavour extend our sympathy

and prayers to Peter and family. Margaret Kingston

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each

month from 2pm to 4pm at Ardency Aroona

Lifestyle Resort, 19 Wyralla Road, Yowie Bay.

Without being too prescriptive, Music For

Pleasure likes to include the best of musical

styles ranging from Baroque to Classical to

Romantic to the Twentieth Century.

This may include chamber music, concertos,

symphonies and choral works.  Members are

encouraged to make suggestions regarding

choices for future programs.

Pictured here is the class enjoying a social

distancing catch up at Georges River Sailing

Club.  Bob Hallahan, Music For Pleasure
All agree that we are looking forward to

resuming classes as soon as is possible.

MUSIC FOR PLEASURE
The Classical
Romantics
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Voices Past and
Present Endeavour
U3A 1989 - 2009

Designed by Gwen Nay for the

publication of Voices Past and

Present Endeavour U3A 1989 -

2009. The three nuts represent

the original three classes which

span out into a web of others.

Also the 8 Cs indicate what U3A

is all about.

Gwen Nay
Gwen was present at the launching of the U3A in the

Great Hall of the University of Sydney on March 14,

1988 while studying for her Bachelor of Arts degree. 

 To her it seemed idealistic and in 1992 she decided to

join and by 1994 led a course on ‘The Making of

Australian Society" which changed in 1995 to

‘Highlights of History’ which she described as “quite a

romp through world history”.  Gwen then continued

with three short eight week courses again relating to

history then delivered three occasional lectures

namely The Silk Road, The Battlefields of France, Iran

and Iraq.  Gwen and her husband Bill along with their

family were great travellers and both joined Armchair

Travellers at its inception to participate by showing

their many photographs.  Gwen has been resident at

Frank Vickery Village, Sylvania for many years and at

92 years of age is still sharp in conversation and

memories. Written by Mary Small
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DO YOU HAVE A
STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story or a picture that you

would like to share in the upcoming

newsletters?  If so, please feel free to

contact me at : cherie167@hotmail.com

We would love to hear from you, as we

slowly make our way through the

different courses and their leaders. There

are 49 courses in the U3A Endeavour

Southern Region and we want to

showcase them all.

Cherie Clover, Secretary

Treasurer

In light of Denis Miller's announcement,

U3A Endeavour is seeking anyone with a

financial background to take on the

Treasurer's position. Denis has offered his

full support up to the AGM and afterwards.

We would like to thank Denis for his

enormous contribution to U3A Endeavour

and wish him well for the future.

If you are interested or have any questions

regarding the role, please contact Cherie

Clover at: cherie167@hotmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS

to Kathleen Mears

for being the longest U3A Endeavour member

and the 5th longest serving Sydney U3A Member 

- 31 years.

Committee
Vacancy

http://hotmail.com/
http://hotmail.com/

