
  

President's Report delivered by Margaret Durie at the AGM on Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
 
250 years ago, on April 29, 1770, HMS Endeavour sailed into Botany Bay and dropped anchor just 
off the shores of Kurnell. On board were 94 passengers and crew, which included Captain James 
Cook, Sir Joseph Banks and a group of scientists and artists. Their mission:  to sail across the Pacific 
to Tahiti to chart the transit of Venus, and then go on an exploration in search of the great 
southern land. Not only did they chart and navigate a journey that was hard to comprehend even 
today but they took back to England a plethora of navigational charts, maps, flora, drawings and 
detailed diaries that revolutionised scientific thinking of the day and changed the world forever as 
it was known then. 
 
222 years later on the May 18, 992 the space shuttle Endeavour was launched. Its mission:  to 
capture and redeploy the stranded Intelsat 6 communications satellite. A year later, in 1993, the 
space shuttle’s crew performed the first service mission on the Hubble space telescope, relaying 
back to earth pictures of those amazing space walks by Endeavor’s astronauts. NASA dedicated the 
space shuttle to HMS Endeavour and on board its inaugural flight was a small piece of HMS 
Endeavour. 
 
Three years prior to space shuttle Endeavor’s first space mission, on July 6, 1989, in the south of Sydney, a 
meeting was held. The first U3A Regional Meeting. 6 people were present. 12 days later on July 18, 1989 
the first AGM was held and at that meeting the name ‘Endeavour Region’ was adopted and thus was born 
our organisation that we know today. They chose the name wisely. 
There were three courses in the first list: English literature, public speaking and Australian history. They 
were initially held at Woolooware House but in a short period of time it became necessary to seek 
additional venues such as church and scout halls. In November 2000, three rooms were made available in 
the Cronulla School of Arts. 
 
Today we have 52 courses covering an area from Cronulla to Como and then “over the river” to the St. 
George area reaching as far as Sans Souci. We have approximately 660 members. Our courses cover a 
diversity of subjects and activities and are fully patronised by enthusiastic members, in many instances to 
maximum and overflow capacity. In 30 years we have accomplished that growth. Now we are looking 
forward to the next stage of “Endeavour”. 
Why am I telling you these stories? 
  
Today’s AGM is the thirtieth AGM. A landmark and a time to think of our organisation’s future and what 
changes should be made. While we hold dear to our heritage we should also look forward, like our 
namesakes, to a new era. An era of change because change is in our DNA. The shape and form of that 
change is in the hands of each and every one of you. It is your U3A . . . not ‘my U3A’, nor the Committee’s, 
nor head office’s. It is yours to form and to nurture and the more you participate the greater the input you 
will have in those changes and ideas. 
 
And finally, to bring U3A Endeavour into the next phase, we need to encourage a new, younger generation 
of members and leaders who will inject their enthusiasm and energy into this wonderful organisation. 
I look forward to this coming year and wish the new committee well.   Thank you. - Margaret Durie 
 


