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STAY CONNECTED will be published on a 
regular basis during the lockdown.   We’ll 
bring you U3A updates plus a few activities to 
do whilst we’re all bunkered down.    

 
We can’t replicate our great courses, talks 
and events via a newsletter, but we can 
expend 100% effort to provide a little 
stimulation for our members.  As we 
progress we hope to be able to bring you 
more on-line activities. Work in progress! 
At this stage, however, you will need to 
print out and complete the puzzles. 
 
Ron Shapiro, a member of U3A and a 
crossword compiler, has put together a 
cryptic crossword with some answers based 
on Sydney U3A.  For those who don’t like 
cryptics, Ron has added a quick puzzle. Page 
2.  Answers next issue 
 
We’ve also found some general 
knowledge questions for you to answer.  
Page 4.  Answers next issue 

 
There are many free on-line activities that you 
can do in your own time.   Some sites are: 
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/services
-information/games/crossword 
https://www.theguardian.com/crosswords 
https://www.websudoku.com 
https://www.memory-improvement-
tips.com/scrabble-online-free.html 
https://www.mindgames.com/Math+Games 
https://www.mahjong.com 
https://www.yourlifechoices.com.au/fun/game
s/trivia 
There are also free opera and music 
downloads available 
TED Talks are excellent on a variety of topics  
 
 
 
 

 
 
This is my final report to you as President 
of Sydney U3A. As we have a nomination 
for President for the Annual General 
Meeting which had been scheduled for 
Wednesday 1 April I have taken the 
decision to resign as President from that 
date so that the incoming President may 
be appointed into the position. This can 
be done as the appointment is to fill a 
casual vacancy and is quite within the 
bounds of the constitution. The Board of 
Management is holding an electronic 
meeting at 10:30am on Wednesday 1 
April to facilitate the process.  
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Since the AGM last year we have seen 
several important changes to the  
operation of Sydney U3A. In second 
semester 2019 we introduced online 
bookings for courses. This worked very 
well for the people doing the bookings for 
those courses. This was an initiative of  
outgoing VP Education, Dianne Ekert, 
and of our IT team lead by Stuart 
Cummins. The pilot project has been 
extended this semester to include other 
venues and courses. As a user I would 
like to encourage everyone to give it a try 
when we eventually get back to normal. 
 
We also found that more and more 
members are using the online 
membership registration and renewal. 
This has cut down a lot of work in the 
office, we occasionally have problems 
occur with the MyU3A system but most of 
those have now been sorted out and it 
operated reasonably well at the beginning 
of the year although not all people 
received their cards when they should 
have because of a printing problem within 
the system. Lynda Cronshaw, our 
enthusiastic and inexhaustible 
Administration Manager, eventually sorted 
this out.  
 
I would like to thank the Policies and 
Procedures subcommittee, appointed by 
previous president Beverley Peken, for 
the work they put in to updating the 
Manual that had last been updated in 
2011. They worked for three years to 
complete the work and sent the document 
to the Board of Management in October. 
The document was then put into a form 
where single sections can be easily 
reviewed and changed as necessary.  
 
Secretary Paula Poon and Administration 
Manager, Lynda Cronshaw have 
streamlined the office systems for easy 

storage and retrieval of both soft and hard 
copies of all documents. 
 
As I write we are all in a state of confusion 
and worry. Having to shut down Sydney 
U3A was a necessary decision for our 
wellbeing and safety. I am sure everyone 
is missing the opportunity to attend the 
stimulating and enjoyable sessions 
conducted by our wonderful leaders and 
presenters. They are the backbone of our 
organisation as are all the many 
volunteers who ensure that our programs 
are run effectively and efficiently. They 
are too numerous to mention by name but 
please know that your contributions are 
very important to all of us. 
 
Finally I want to thank the Executive team 
who have worked with me over the last 
twelve months, VP Education, Dianne 
Ekert, Office Administrator Lynda 
Cronshaw, Treasurers Marilyn Noonan, 
until October, and then Ivona Kadlec, 
Secretary Paula Poon. I could not have 
done the job without your support.   
 
I would also like to acknowledge the work 
of the dedicated Region Committees who 
contribute hugely to the success of 
Sydney U3A.  
 
I wish the incoming President, Judy 
Harris, well for the difficult time ahead and 
hope that Sydney U3A will come out of 
this stronger and more focused on 
providing stimulating, and enjoyable 
activities for all our members. 
 
Best wishes to you all.  
 
 

STAY HEALTHY 
 
STAY HAPPY 
 
STAY CONNECTED 
 
STAY DISTANCED
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Emerging Science Is 
Going Online! 

Sue Bailey RCC Greater Western 
Region has advertised in the GW 
newsletter a wonderful opportunity for 
U3A members while we are all 
bunkered down.   

This is the message from Sue from the 
newsletter: 

“The PhD students of The 
University of NSW School of 
Chemistry have very kindly offered 
to present their sessions online 
during the Covid 19 shutdown of 
U3A.  

They will be using Zoom.  Zoom 
Video Communications is a remote 
conferencing services. It provides a 
remote conferencing service that 
combines video conferencing, online 
meetings, chat, and mobile 
collaboration. 

With Zoom, participants just get a link 
that they click at the appropriate time 
that directs them to a website. They 
can do this on their phones or 
computers. It shows all of the 
participant's video stream (or a blank 
screen if they'd prefer) in a tile system. 
The speaker is in the middle of the 
screen and can screen share to show 
slides and talk as normal to them. The 
audience can ask questions easily.  

The first session was held on 27th 
March at 1000hrs.  ‘Tracing the Family 
Tree of a Galaxy’ : Giulia Santucci.  

 

“Testing galaxies’ DNA (chemical 
compound) in order to find whether 
galaxies that look similar are related to 
one another and whether they have 
formed and evolved in a similar way.”  

If you’re interested in taking part in this 
exciting initiative, send Sue your email 
address so I can send you the link.”  

Sue Bailey subo356@gmail.com   
 

 
 
 
The initiative of our Sydney U3A 
members continues to amaze.  Not only 
do they possess amazing skills and 
expertise, they are energetic and 
enthusiastic – their attitude appears to be 
“don’t let COVIC-19 get in the way of 
Sydney U3A providing continuous 
education experiences for our members.” 
 
This attitude truly reflect the U3A ethos 
which is to promote and foster the 
melding of lifelong learning, creativity, 
exercise and community interaction so 
that the third age is truly the age of 
reinvention, rejuvenation, renewal and 
redirection. 
 
Thank you Sue and the Greater Western 
Region for your initiatives. 
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CRYPTIC 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27

28 29

30 31

Across

What you can make at U3A when gathering rings 
(6,8)

1/9

Reluctantly admitted fellow replacing doctor put on 
fancy clothes (6,2)

4

All U3A members have reached this fully-fledged 
cover (9)

10

Sick elk avoided rocklike formation at Manning 
Valley village (5)

11

One who agrees with a centre being proclaimed (8)12

Heads of Ministries of Defense and Reconstruction 
left moderator to muse (5)

13

Mates organise to dump means tests for homes (5)15

Site of siege at the heart of Monte Scala Monastery 
(5)

18

Stevens joins Oscar winner/singer to expose a 
baseball player (7)

19

Street without a place where 2 down are held (5)20

Teenagers have you thinking too much (5)22

Baked in kiln painted in red (5)24

What a 22 across might call a U3A member with an 
antique stopwatch (3-5)

25

Newton is a foremost astronomer by this account 
(5)

28

Stinginess makes technologists shun cool characters 
(9)

29

Period of time extends publications (8)30

Arrive dreadfully disheartened delivering a dramatic 
work (6)

31

Down

Sailor rejects article on unmined coal (4)1

What Sydney U3A offers: a degree in expletives! 
(7)

2

New Tesla for Letters and Numbers cohost (5)3

Half/midfielder provides descriptor of many a U3A 
member (5)

5

2 down administrator discloses confidential salary 
terminations (9)

6

Luxury group links with doctor’s body to create a 
scene (7)

7

A personal viewpoint examined in a Glebe pub by 
U3A members (10)

8

See 1 Across9

Retirement’s institution offering 2 
down? (10,2,3,5,3)

14/25/17

Doubtful plutocracies abandoned our reformation 
(9)

16

See 1417

Partial war against turnover leads to falls (7)21

Instrument Luke Lee played (7)23

See 1425

In the Kremlin, Trotsky’s short presentation can be 
seen (5)

26

Pallid, worthless, without top rate starters (4)27
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U3Acc001

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24

25 26

Across

Snoops around to reveal kisses and 
cuddles (6)

1

Results in ruined sauces (6)4
Proposals about citations (15)9
Be very hungry from being locked inside 
five-star vessel (6)

10

Thickens stew in preparation rooms (8)11
Assumptions concerning land and 
buildings (8)

12

Doctor has same wild cherished goals (6)14
Gems with small tints (6)15
Intend to measure speed during the 
interval (8)

18

Satellite as viewed in two quarters or 
fifteen days (4-4)

21

Pondered loss of team leader, 
nevertheless (6)

22

Bedmate or arm's-length business 
associate (8,7)

24

Down

Sew tear coming apart on jumper (7)1
Not all well-to-do urbanites smell! (5)2
Anaesthetists’ digits? (7)3
Adjusted and amended date pad (7)5
Least sturdy and most unimportant (9)6
This has the same meaning as 
outrageously nosy demi-nymphs (7)

7

Sneaks all over the place to discover 
reptiles (6)

8

Where explosives are planted in 
excavation area (9)

13

Towed vehicle seen in promotional film 
(7)

16

Edited rosiest romances (7)17
Old boy to mature and succeed (6)18
Arouse interest at large expanse (7)19
Man gets possible attractions (7)20
Soften dismissal of head of staff time and 
again (5)

23

U3Aqc001

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37

Across

Short treatment for drug addiction (5)1
Disastrous (4)4
In this way (4)6
Source of energy from vegetation (7)10
Wooden (7)11
Flowering shrub (5)12
An edible fungus (5)14
Unusual (3)16
Stone (3)17
Hoon (5)18
Carnivore (5)20
Coil (5)22
Absolute (5)24
Cigarette (3)25
Observe (3)26
Expand (5)27
A reference line on a graph (1-4)29

Down

Chafe (3)1
Thug (7)2
Large non-venomous snake (3)3
Dark in colour (5)4
Fishing gear (3)5
Part of the human skeleton (7)7
Ecclesiastical council (5)8
Dried cereal grain (4)9
Dinkum (5)12
Burial chamber (5)13
Terminate (5)15
Hunting dog (5)19
Able to cope with tough conditions (5)20
Sponsorship (5)21
Skating arena (3,4)23
Planned sporting event (7)25
Secure with a tie (5)26

QUICK 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ 
 

 

A collection of general knowledge questions downloaded free from the web. These 12 
questions are from the “science and nature” section. 
 
1. What does USB stand for when used to describe the connection standard used 

between computers and smartphones and their devices? 
2. ‘Zr’ is the symbol for which chemical element? 

3. In which modern-day country was the physicist and chemist Marie Curie born? 

4. Which is the largest internal organ in the human body? 
5. Which type of creature is a Barramundi? 

6. Which geological era came first: Mesozoic, Paleozoic or Cenozoic? 

7. In which century was Sir Isaac Newton born? 

8. What was the first name of the American astronomer after whom the Hubble 
telescope was named? 

9. Bill Gates is famous for being one of the founders of Microsoft, but who was the 
other co-founder? 

10. How many wings does a mosquito have? 
 
11. Who is the father of the atomic bomb? 
 
12. Which natural substance is the hardest? 
 

 

Sydney U3A Inc 
      ABN 32 251 810 797 

Suite 10.2, St Martin’s Tower, 31 Market St, Sydney, 2000 
mail@sydneyu3a.org   sydneyu3a.org   9267 9056 
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